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somewhat of the good will of my country. In'the 
councils of my State for a period of ten consecu- 
tive years, and in her service here, my constitu- 
ents have confided in my devotion to their inter- 
ests and my attachment to the Union, I have 
only to say, that if the time should come when 
disunion rules the hour, and discord is to reign eu- 
reme, 1 shall again be ready to give the best 
Jood in my veins to my country’s cause. I shall 
be prepared to meet all antagonists with lance in 
rest, to do battle in every land in defence of the 
Constitution of the country, which I have sworn to 
support, to the last extremity, against disunionists 
and all its enemies, whether of the South or the 
North—to meet them everywhere, at all times, 
with speech or hand, with word or blow, until 
thought and being shall be mine no longer. 

He withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. VENABLE renewed the amendment, and 
said: Mr. Chairman, | desire to be fully understood 
as to what | meant by the remarks made by me 
when on the floor before, and what I mean to say 
now. I| certainly could not have meant a personal 
imputation to the gentleman from lilinois, (Mr. 
Baxer,] when I intimated that he was bora in 
England. He does not certainly suppose that it 
is discreditable to. him? 

Mr. BAKER, 1 do not suppose that such was 
the gentleman’s purpose, nor did I so understand 
him. I am not in the habit of noticing personal 
and offensive allusions here. 

Mr. VENABLE, That is all very well, and 
outside of this matter. Perhaps thé gentleman is 
entitled ta much more credit for pene an Ameri- 
can citizen now than myself, as he is from choice, 
sud [ am by birth and of necessity. Buti am 
persuaded that I have as many reasons connected 
with the past, the present, and the fature, to value 
the Union as he has, He tells us that he has 
done much service to the country, and alludes to 
his achievements on the tented field and legis- 
lative halls. Tam not inclined to detract from 
hisrenown. Hie has served his country in sev- 
eral capacities. Tle was at the same time a 
colonel inthe army of operations against Mexico, 
and oceupied his. seat on. the floor of this House, 
and military honors bloomed in the garland which 
encircled his brow, When glittering in military 
command he occupied a seat m this House. The 
records of this House and the reports of its com- 
mittees disclose that he enjoyed both the honors 
and emoluments of the stations which his services 
so eminently adorned. 1 have no purpose to dis- 
parage him or them. It was only in reply to a 
sneering question of the gentleman on yesterday, 
as to where the South would go in case the pres- 
sure of power above and against the Constitution 
rendered the connection inwlerable, that 1 made 
the remark that we would stand by our homes and 
our possessions, and wowd not seek protection 
where the gentleman eame from. He spenks of 
threats, Sir, they are not agreeable things, 
neither are they very dignified im those who 
make them. t gentlemen ought not to mis- 
luke complaints against injustice, or remonstrance 
agniust injurious purposes for threats. They 


— should remember that they are in a majority, and 


that a Majority can do justice with dignity or can 
make concessions without the loss of self-respect. 
Not so with aminority. They must protest, they 
Must resist, or else théy are left to certain and hope- 
less degradation. The gentleman ought to remem- 
ber thut his colleague from Hlinois, [Me. Brssext,] 
Spoke of the terrors: which a few regiments from 
hié State would carry to the South in ease of 
resistance on our part. ‘This was hard enough to 
hear from him, but it was not less offensive when 
the gentleman himself, in a ch, endorsed the 
menace, as | understood him. | regret that another 
gentleman from Llinois [Mr. Harris] should have 
considered it to come to the rescue of 


| his colteagae, (Mr. Baxee.) They were brother 






» and Ht was, Is + @ mere labor of 
weal as his colleague is surely able to take care of 
self, The combination of two military chicfs 


—-8galnat ome poor civilian was fearful odds. ‘Fhe 
ee 
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coltengue, declared that they would adorn the page 
of history, when the deeds and even the names of 
such #8 could asstil Him as [ had done would 
be forgotten. It may [here the hammer fell 
and Mr. Vewisete was prevented from finishing 
the remarks which he has now written out} 
be so, but the gentleman has not improved in my 
estimation as a prophet since the meeting of the 
Nashville Convention. 
has given to the public, foretold thar the members 
of that convention would be met by the patriots 
of Nashville with tar and feathers, and a due pro- 
portion of stale eges. As his foresight has been 
at fault here, he will excuse me for distrosting it 
in future. Whilst | doubt not that the civil and 
military renown of all three of the gentlemen from 
Ilinois will go down to posterity fresh and fair, I 
have no doubt that the humble civilian who enters 


his claim for the rights of those whose interests || 


he répresents—who will assert those claims in the 
face of a majority—who will demand the protéc- 


tion of the Constitution and its guarantees, even | 


though the honest avowal of the consequences be 


called menace, and may excite ridicule from some | 
heroic men,—will receive some consolation in the | 
approbation of his own conscience and the same | 
sure appreciation of his services by those to whom | 


he is responsitile. 

The gentleman [Mr. Baxen] denies that Mr. 
Cray had said that the Missouri compromise 
ought to be regarded as a desirable division of ter- 
ritory between the North and the Sowth. 1 give 
his own words on the admission Florida, in his 
speech, in 1837: 

* By the compromise which took place on the passage of 
the act for the adinision of Missouri into the Union in the 


year 1620, it was agreed and understood that the line of 
35° 3Y of north latitude, should mark the boundary between 


the free States and the slave States to be created in the ter- | 


ritories of the United States ceded by the treaty of Louisi- 
ena *% *>\* 
quently, according to the spirit of the understanding which 
nevailed at the period alluded to, should be a slave State. 
t maw be true that the compromise does not in terms erm- 
brace Florida, and thatit is not absolutely binding and oblig- 


atery; but all eandid and impartial men nrust agree that it | 
Ought wot to be disregarded.”’ 


The committee can judge who is in error, the 
gentieman or myself. 

Mr. V. withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. McCLERNAND renewed the amendment, 
and said that since different constructions had 
been placed on the vote rejecting the amendment 


offered: by the gentleman from Kentucky, it was | 
due to Mr. McC. that he should offer a brief ex- | 


planation. He had voted for the amendment apon 
obvious grounds—because he believed that it be- 
Jonged to the States exclusively to fix the charac- 
ter of their municipal institations—whether ad- 
mitting or excluding slavery—and, afier having 
done so, Congress could only constitutionally in- 
quire whether the State applying for admission 
into the Union had a republican form of govern- 
ment, and if so, she was entitled to admission. 
Upon this principle, of course, te could have no 
objection to the amendment offered by the gentle- 
man from Kentucky, which only proposed to 
leave it to,the people of the terrnories of the Uni- 
ted States south of 36° 30’ to come into the Union 
with or without slavery, as they might decide by 
their State organizations, 

He withdrew the amendment. 

On motion by Mr. STRONG, the committee 
then rose, : 

And the House adjourned. 





NOTICE OF A BILL. 


Mr. JACKSON, of Georgia, gave notice of his intention 
to intreduce a bill & be entitled “ An act to provide for the 


of Georgia, aud for the improvement of the same.” 
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He, in a speech which he || 


But Florida is soath of that tine, and conse- | 


removal of obstrections in the river Savannah, iv the Suite 


The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
presented under the tule,aad referred to the appro- 


of Thomas 8. Easton, 
*, a igator of the western rivets, 
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|| the ensuntties to which they are now subjected fom Buret- 
|) tag botlers, 

| Also,the petition of Dr, Edward H. MeCabe and 30 other, 
|) Citzens of Missouri, and practh:ing physicians, it the city 
| Of St. Louis, prayihig tha: the meéifical dfficers in the navy 
|| Shall have the sune degree of rank, relatively to the officers 
|| Of the line in the navy, as corresponding grades of metient 
|| Officers in the army now possess, according to law, relatively 
}| te the officers of the line in the army; without increase of 
|| pay tor this assimilated rank. 

By Mr. REED: Twe petition of Adam Wier, jr., and 91 
others, citizeas of Washiagton county, Penueytvania, for 
| an Agricultural bureau. 

l By Mr. BUEL: The petition of ee Kropville, for 
| the passage of c certain tract 
1 : inne. of an act granting & patent a 

|} Also, the petition for a mail-roste from Teentsel, in 
| Lenawee couuty, Michigan, to Ypsilante, in Washtenaw 
|| County. came Sate, via Ridgway and York, and for two new 
} post offices on -aid route ; al<n, remonetrance of DS Biron 
} and others, against the renewal of patent of Z. & A. Parker 
for percussion and reaction water-wiieels, of hupreve ment 
|| of same, 

By Mr. WALDO: The petitinn ¢f the menibers of the 
{| Totland County Association of Congregational Clergvinen, 
in the State of Connecticut, asking fer a unifomm and re- 
duced rate of po-tage. 

By Mr. THURMAN: The petition of Joseph Bitow and 
48 other citizen. «f the town of Champlain, Clinton Cotnty, 
New York, praying Congress to so niedtly the wfiff of 1246 
| as tolay speerfic duties of an amount (qual tothe ed waleren 
| duties based upon the prices existing at the tine of the 

passage of that law. 

Also, the petition of Patrick Gilmer and 69 others, citi- 
‘| gene of the town of Beekamantuwn, Clinton county, New 
| York, praying Cougress to so modity the Jariff of 1846 as 
| to lay specific, duties of an amount equal et least to the 
ad valorem duties bused upon the prices existing at the time 
|| Of the passage of that law. 
j Also, the petition of Chester Howe and 19 others, citt- 
| zens of Clinton county, New York, praying Congress 10 90 
modify the tariff of 1846 as to lay specific duties of an 
amount equat at least to the ad valorem duis based upon 
the prices existing at the time of the passage Of tat haw. 





| IN SENATE. 


Tavursepay, June 13, 1850. 


Mr. STURGEON presented two memorit!s, one 
from surgeons and assistant surgeons th the navy, 
and the other from medical gentlemen of Phitadel- 
phia, asking that a rank corresponding with that 
conferred on the army may be extended to the 
| navy; which were referred to the Committee on 
| Naval Affairs. 
|| Mr, CHASE. I have received und beg leave to 
|| present to the Senate a memorial from ciuzena of 
it Akron, in Sammit county, Uhio, very namerously 
| signed by gentlemen of all polbtieal parties. 
|} Among the signatures, is that ofa distinguished arid 
leading supporter of the honorable Senator froin 
|| Michigan durmg the late presidential canvass, ard 
|} also that of a prominent supporter of the present 
| 





| 





| 


Chief Magistrate of the United States; another 

|| gentleman whose character and talents command 
|| the confidence and respect of the commamity, and 
|| whose name is signed to the memorial, supported 
the eminent citizen of New York who received the 
suffrages of the Free Democracy. The other sign: ta 
até not 80 well Known to me, but | understand that 
they are among the most respectable and influential 
citizens of northern Ohio. They ask for the adimis- 
sion of California, and earnestly remonstrate against 
making that admission at all dependent upon any 
other question whatever. They also eniphatically 
| protest against the establishment of govertiments 
|} for the territories witheut an éxprevs interdvetion 
| of slavery therein. In the leuer whith accom- 
|} panied thts memorial, | am assured, and | do not 
} doubt it, that this remonstrance ¢Xpresses the sénti- 
|| ments of nmeteen twentieths of the people of that 
|| porrion of the State. 
|| Mr. BRIGHT. f understood the Senator to 
| say that this petition or memorial was from the 
|} State of Ohio, and that it represented the opinions 
‘| of nineteen twentieth of the people of thet Sutte. 
) Mr. CHASE. 1 stated that the letter I trad re- 
ceived enclosing the petition represented such to 
be the fact, and that [ had no reason to doubt the 
truth of the statement which the letter contained. 

Mr. SRIGHT. It is 4 matter of astonishment 
to me, Mr. President, that the States of Ohio arid 
idUfana should differ so widely in refevence to the 
ungettled political Fete of the day. Why, 
sir, only last night [ received a letter from & midst 
respectuble gentleman in my Stete, who hae, for 
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the last ten years, been honored with a seat in one || repudiates the very principle on which the Demo-- 


or the other branches of her legislature, in which | 
he informs me that, for two or three weeks pre- 
vious to the writing of his letter, he had been in 


| 


attendance at the sitting of the Circuit and District || diates also the doctrine of congressional 
Court of the, United. Scates, holden at the capital || of teritorial slavery upon which the 


of that State; that he had seen and conversed with | 
gentlemen from all parts of the State, and leading 

men of both the great political parties, and that he | 
had not met with a single individual who was not | 


in favor of the general! adjastment of the measures | 


embraced. in compromise bill, and upon the 
besis proposed by that bill; and, as confirmatory 
of his statement, he mentions an incident that it 
will not be out of place or improper for me to state 
here. Thegrand jury in attendance at the court | | 
have mentioned, numbering some seventeen or 


| 
| 
| 


ters of the State, and about equally divided in po- 
litical sentiment, proceeded, before. closing their ' 
official labors, to declare on paper their opinions 


tions now agitating the country, North, South, 
East, and West, and concluded with a most earn- | 
est expression of the hope and wish that all might 
be settled before the adjournment of Congress upon 


ing their concurrence and approval of the princi- 
pies contained in the bill now before this body. 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
i 


|| they differed very widely from the, people of the | 
eighteen of the picked citizens from various quar- || 


| promise bill which is violative ofthe principle laid 


c e ; || dewn by the Democratic party in the late contest. | 
in reference to the exciting and perplexing ques- | 


| the people to settle the character of their State in- | 


| bill, I advocate nothing more. nor. less than. the 


! nen| | principles which were advocated in that contest. 
a just, equitable, and constitutional basis, declar- || 


'| be laid upon the table. 


y correspondent further adds, as an evidence of || 


the undivided state of public sentiment there, that 
the court ordered the opinion of the jury, thus | 
informally embodied, to be entered on the minutes | 


publication in the newspapers located ai the capital. 

I have said thus much by way of an offset to | 
the wholesale condemnation of this measure by | 
that portion of the citizens of Ohio who have | 
signed the remonstrance just presented by the hon- | 
orable Senator from that State, [Mr. Cuase,]} and 
at the same time to congratulate the Senate and 
country on the very wholesome state of public sen- 
timent prevailing in Indiana compared to that in | 


| 
| 


her adjoining sister State, Ohio; but, sir, | hope— || 


though I have no right to speak for Ohio, nor shall | 
I attempt to do so—but I hope, if the sentiments | 
embraced in the memorial just read prevail in Ohio, | 
they will not pass beyond her western boundary. | 
I should be sorry, truly sorry to realize that any | 
part of my constituency, at least any considerable | 
portion of them, were so blind to what | believe | 


'| the. highest possible respect for them,,.and.am || 
of the proceedings of the court,and requested their || 


| what—gentlemen, when they go home, shall:find 


resolutions from a portion of the ‘‘ frantic people” || 


| of the United States—frantic on -behalf of .the | Hi ty teithith® @ totion. 


‘will retarn 


{| 


for the honor, interest, the peace and quietude of || 


this Union, as to oppose all measures looking to a 
final olan of these questions. 

Sir, 1 am not mistaken when | declare that the 
sound-thinking, practical men of the great and grow- 


ing West, of all parties, are tired of this eternal || 
agitation. The public mind is wearied and wora out 


with it, and every voice that reaches my ears but 


| o¢rats and Whigs. 


|| them to the Senate, and ask that they may be 


confirms, me in the opinion that it is due alike to | 


the. Union, to our constituents, and ourselves to 
settle all these questions, and that without further 
delay. . 

Mr. CHASE. _ I have not..undertaken to speak 
of or for the people of Indiana. 
expressed 
whole ple of Ohio. I but repeated the state- | 
ment of the eminent citizen who transmitted that 
remonstrance to me, and who had the hoaor, | be- 
lieve, of standing side by side. with the Senator 
from Indiana in the last presidential struggle. The 
honorable Senator and that gentleman supporied 
the same candidate upon the same platform. | 
will not aay that my friend piapiaren an. ability 
and zeal equal,.to, that of the Senator, for that 
would be 


prevailing sentiment of that portion of the State in 
which he resides, and 1 have no doubt that he states 
it correctly. But he is not alone. Afhong. the 
signers of the memorial, | see the name of a jead- 


oing. very far, but. certainly distio- | 
guished abi ity.and uncommon zeal, He states the || 





ing editor, heretofore an active and ardent. po- 


lities! friend of the Senator from Kentucky. and | 


now as evera zealous Whig. Another gentieman 
whose signature is here has been a member of the- 
other House, and, stands second to no man in the 
regards of his. fellow-citizens. 1 have no doubt 
that these gentlemen and their fellow-remonstrants 
express the almost universal sentument of the peo- 
ple among, whom they live. I said nothing of the 
opinions of. the of Indiana. She has able 


Representatives who will, | hope, reflect truly her || 


seatiments here, . | will say, however, that if In- 
Ciang, is now in favor of this compromise bill which 


| evening, June 3, 1950. 
|| Gever was called to the chair, as president of the meeting, 
I have not even || 
an opinion as to the sentiments of the | : 
|| Penn, were appointed vice presidents, 


| taries. 


| W. Palm, George W. West, J. C. Coulter, C, M. Valleau, 


| mittee of Thirteen, without distinction of party, assembled 


cratic party stood in the late presidential canvass, 
by denying to the people of the territories the right to 
exclude slavery from their limits, and which repu- 

ibition | 
hig party | 
stood in that canvass, a great change indeed must 4} 
have been going on in the minds of the people of | 
that State, 

Mr. BRIGHT. I do not wish to consume 
time, or to occupy the attention of the Senate with 
any debate upon this matter. 1 did not intend, 
by any thing I said, to intimate that the Senator 
from Ohio did not represent the opinion of the || 
people from that State. IL only meant to say that 
if he did represent their feelings on this question, | 


State which [ have the honor to represent. But, 
sir, | deny that there is any provision in this com- 


33 


It is. emphatically ‘‘ non-interference,” leaving || 


stitutions for themselves; and in advocating that 


The memorial was then received and.ordered to | 


Mr. CLAY. Iam. quite feeble, yet I feel it 
nevertheless in conformity with my duty to pre- 
sent myself daily here. With regard to the peo- 
ple. of Ohio, I know something of them; 1, have 





very grateful to them. But I shail be greatly 
disappointed if, in some instances—lI will not say 





i 


themselves without constituencies, so. far asa | 
conformity of will creates a constituency. But || 
that is en passant,, Ihave risen to present. some || 


| 


compromise everywhere, if not in Ohio. These 
resolutions are from that city which is going to || 
vie, in a few years, perhaps some twenty or thirty || 
years, with the empire city of the country. I mean || 
the city of St. Louis. They were passed ata | 
meeting of both political parties, and they speak— || 
as any man would confess, who knows anything | 
about the sentiment of Missouri—the sentiment || 
of that State.. These resolutions are from. that || 
great city, great in fact, and greater still in embryo, 
and contain the undivided sentiment of both Dem- 
They have been sent to-me, | 
and itis with no ordinary pleasure that I submit 
| 


read and laid upon the table. 


The resglutions were then read, as follow: 

Pursuant to a cali through the public newspapers, a mass 
meeting of the citizens of St. Louis in favor of the compro- 
mise bill reported to the United States Senate by the Com- 


at the rotunda of the court-house, in St. Louis, Monday 
On motion by General Nathan Ranney, Hon. Henry 8. 


and W.H. Neiskell, Thornton Grimstey, A: H. Buckner, 
Charles Keemle, M. Steitz, G. K. McGunnegle, A. Hamiil- 
ton, Wyllis King, J. Chambers, ‘I’. B. Hudson, and George 


B. W. Sharpe and Edmund Fiagg were appointed secre- 


On assuming the chair, the president stated the object of 
the meeting in a few forcible remarks. 

Ou motion of Hon. John M, Krum, a committee of ten 
was appointed to draught resolutions expressive of the sen- 
timents of the meeting. 

The chair appointed the following gentlemen: John M. 
Krum, T. Yeatman, J. B. Wells, N. Ranney, LT. Dashiell, 





H. Von Phul, H. 8. Gamble, and C. C. Carroll. 

In the absence of the committeeyéhe nieeting Was most 
eloquently addressed by Uriel Wright, esq., Dr. J. N. Mc- 
Dowell, and Trusten Polk, esq., whose remarks were re- 
ceived with the utmost enthtsiasm. 

The foliowing preamble and resolutions were then re- 

rted: 
po Wherens the agitation of questions growing out of, or 
connected with, the subject of slavery, has produced much 
ill-feeling be.ween the different sections of the Union, and, 


if continued, threatens to disturb the fraternal relations 





which alone can preserve this Union in its spirit and inten- 
tion, and conserve the rights and interests of all; and 
whereas the Senate of the United States: has appointed a 
committee of thirteen of its most patriotic and experienced 
members to report such a ineasure of compromise as shall 
heal the wounds of the country, and restore to it peace and 
concord ; and whereas the said committee have repotted a 
plan of compromise such as, in the opinion o: this meeting, 
appears just and adequate to the settlement of the whole 
question: therefore | 
Resolved, That we, the people of St. Lous, without dis- 
tinction of party. aeounic’ here, declare our d 
wavering de to the Union of these United 
avow our solemn 


tates, and 
ule purpose to adhere to it, 


ee, 


Seana stag ong camp meditated azainst it either 
e ca orth hotspurs of we . 
es faeries of the Wert have too large ca 
this confederacy to allow our misguided britnren of Cither 
section to endanger its integrity. 

Resolved, That while many of us differ in opinion respert 
ing some of the details of the several propositions or bills 
reported by the committee of the Senate, yet believing thar 
those propusitions, taken as a whole, are just and equitable 
in reapect to the rights and interests of the whole coun 
we yield our hearty concurrence and support to those mex 
ures as & compromise of the conflicting opinions and meas. 
ures that now agitate the people in different portions of our 
common country. 

Resolved, ‘hatin the opinion of this meeting, if the prin 
ciples of the compromise are faithfully carried out by tis 
action of Congress, pence and harmony will speediiy be 
restored, sectional ies allayed, ‘the union of the 
States more, firmly cemented, and all will aid in Strengihey 
ing and perpetuating the institutions of our beloved evunt . 

Resolved, That the peace, harmony, prosperity, anq i. 


| tegrity of tie Union can only be preserved by thai Spirit of 
| Maghanimous concession and compromise im which the 
| Federal Constitution had its birth, and that we deeply dey. 
| recate and deplore the factious spirit which has ani tested 


itself in Congress, caleulated to weaken the bonils of fra- 


| ternal union, for sectional and seifisit purposes. 


The report was received, and the resolutions adopted py 
acclamation. . , 

On motion of Thomas Harney, €sq., it was resolved that 
the proceedings of this meeting be forwarded to ur Senators 


| and Representatives in Congress; and, on amendment of 


A. 8. Mitehell, esq., to the chairman of the Commiiwe of 


| Thirteen, to be by him communicated to each member of 


that committee. 
On motion, it was resolved that all the papers in this city 


| are requested to publish. the proecedings of this meeung, 


On motion, the meeting then adjourned, 

H. 8. GEYER, President, 

B. W. Suarrve, Enmonp Fiaee, Secretaries. 

The pending motion being to lay the resolution 
on the table— 

Mr. BENTON, I suppose, Mr. President, that 
that motion will be withdrawn after the manner in 
which the Senator introduced it, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Will the Senator 
from Kentucky withdraw the motion? 

Mr. CLAY, Most certainly; although it is not 
reciprocating what the} Senatur does when I ask 
It is withdrawn; | 
ood for evil. 

Mr. BENTON. The Senator, from Kentucky 
this morning. represents one of those persons 
spoken of in Scripture as “‘returning good for 
evil,” and who are represented as *‘ heaping coals 
of fire upon the head” of the wicked. Wel, my 
head is not burnt yet. TI will thank the Secretary 
to read the last resolution but one. 

‘The Secretary read the resolution as follews: 

*“ On motion of Thomas Harney, esq., it was 

 Kesolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be for- 
warded to our Senators and Representatives ia Cougress ; 


and, on amendmentof A. 8. Mitchell, esq., to we chairman 
of the Committee of Tuirteen, to be by him cominunicaied 


to each member of that commiittee.”’ 


Mr. BENTON, If Lunderstand the reading of 
that resolution aright, a copy of these proceedings 
was to be sent to each of the Senators and the 
Representatives from, the State of Missouri, of 
course for the purpose of being laid before Con- 
gress. [ have not yet received acopy, My col- 
league may have received.one. If he has received 
a copy of these resolutions, he will doubtiess 
present them; and when J receive a copy, | will 
also present them. J shall present them in that 
respectful manner which will be due to any por- 
tion of my constituents, and especially to those 
who composed this meeting, who, so far as | can 
judge by the rames attached to these resolutions, 
are among the most respectable citizens in the cily 
of St. Louis. | shall present them im that manner 
when theycome. Now, if I heard aright, | thougnt 
there was.a copy of these resolutions to be sent 1 
the chairman of the Commuttee of Thirteen; avd, 
I suppose, perhaps thirteen eopies—one for each 
member of the committee. 

Mr. CLAY, (in his seat.) Yes. 

Mr. BENTON. -That the chairman of the 
commitiee might present one to each member. 
There may be some other resolve, by virtue of 
which he.presents his copy to the Senate and 
the members of the committee also. If there be, 
i know nothing about it; but | bave no doubt that 
he will do all that he is asked to do, and thus fer 
be has certainly done more than he has been asked 
to.do, forhe has not only presented them to tus 
body, but he has oe viable ina a 
which makes it perso appli to mysell. 

Now | will thank the Secretary to read wwe the 
first.words. © 8 29 

The Secretary read as follows: 

_ @ Pursuant to a call throuel the public newspapers, * 8 
saedting ofthe eitinena of ®- L-ouele favor of the compre 
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mise bit reported cote United States Senate By the Com: dragooning Congress, have not been found to be '| prior to this mass meeting, there wasa meeting of 


e whole party, and the | 
whole object, has been overturned, crushed, at | 


nine of Thirteen, without distinction of party, assembled 
wr the rotunda of the court-house in St. Louis, Mouday 
evening, June 3, 1850.” 


Mr. BENTON. Good! that is good! A mass 
meeting in the rotunda of the court-house of St. 
Louis! Well, sir, it will hold a great many; but 
when f speak to a mass meeting there, we can a0 
more get the **mass”’ into that rotunda than we 
ean get them into my jacket-pocket, [laughter,] 
though it is a very considerable one. — 

Mr. President, f believe I have read in the news- 

rs the call for this meeting. When I read it, 
and observed the manner in which it was got up, 
it did not impress me very forcibly. Perhaps I 
may receive a paper to-night containing a report 
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utterly mistaken. 


the next general election. And now we are to 
have itall over agvin. This, sir, seems to me to 
be a feeble, a pale imitation of the old work; and, 


|| as the old work answered no purpose, and pre- 


sented such a lamentable catastrophe in the con- 
clusion, what is to happen to this small imitation 
which we now have? _ Sir, those gentlemen whose 
names are attached to this paper are, I have no 
doubt, among the most respectable in the country; 


|| and I have no doubt they spoke their own senti- 
|, ments; and, so far as that went, well and good. 


of the proceedings, and if Ido I will read it to- | 


morrow morning. But hitherto T have paid little 
not impress me very forcibly. 
was to those who where friendly to the compro- 
mise, and that accounts for the unanimity of a 
meeting held in @ city containing eighty thousand 
souls; a city, sir, which has its own contentions, 
as all people in the world have theirs, not except- 
ing the committee of concord, which is going to 
reconcile all the dissensions that exist in the coun- 
try. And 1 will andertake to say, sir, that if you 
collect together the eighty thousand people of the 
city of St. Louis on a call for any purpose, or 
even a fragment of them, you will find some dis- 
senting voices upon any proposition, 1 care not 
what it is. So much for the nature of the call; it 


* was a call of those who were in favor of the 


compromise, and that accounts for the unanimity 
of those were in favor of the adoption of the reso- 
jutions. If there is any mistake in this, I will cor- 
rect it; but I think those only were called who 
were in favor of the object. 

Now, Mr. President, this puts me in mind of 
old times; and [really think itis time for us to 


public sentiment. ‘This thing of reasoning from 
particulars te generals leads to vast mistakes; and, 
so faras I know, 1 have never ventured on any oc- 


ting that any given proportion of the people of my 


State, much less of the United States, were in fa- | 


vor of the object or against the object. 


nine tenths, or of ninety-nine hundredths, or of 


soand so. { know the fallacy of all such caicala- 
tons, and am satisfied that any gentleman who 
< into it will find himself mistaken in the end. 

never ventured upon any such backing of what 
I say; for if, in what little I say to the Senate, there 
is no reason, no weight, it may fall to the ground 
before I will undertake to say that one half or nine 
tenths of the people of my 


upon the subject, and we have seen how it has all 
ended. This is the old way—the old style. Some- 
thing is got up that must override every thing else; 
the publisher ofa newspaper takes it up, and all who 
£0 against it are enemies to the country—traitors 
sometimes British traitors—they are Whig trai- 
tors—Democratic traitors—and sometimes they 
are Abolitionists, and so forth. The ne pers 


tate are with me, I | 
will not do it, sir. Sir, we have had experience | 





take it up, then follow the meetings about it, and | 


then memorials are addressed to 
the old — was, if the meeting was against the 
Jackson Administration, then there must be a 
Jackson president, and a Jackson vice president, 
and Jackson secretaries, and Jackson orators. 
Little as they were wanted on other oceasions, they 
were all indispensable then, and they received im- 
mense encomiums from those who the day before, 
- the day aes compliment them in a de- 
ption very litte complimen to their feelings. 
That, sir, is the anor. ret ¥ 
Sir, we have seen these petitions and memorials 
and resolutions presented here morning after morn- 
ing, week after week, and montb after month, for 
*\X months ata time. Wig arsipens kept reading 
memorials which speak the “uni sentiment 
of the country” upon such and auch measures, in 
ty to which we were 

yet, when it came to a election, which 
tested these things, what have we seen in every 
Instance?” Why, sit, there is not one solitary in- 
this of memorialists, who 


Congress. And 


Stance in 1 


tent their memorials in here for the purpose of 


ired to act; and 





| 
| 
| 


if 


| signed the call, 
I have || 


never undertaken to back my poor argument with || erm which is very often used in the Senate, and 


an assertion that a majority of four fifths, or of 


nine hundred and ninety-nine thousandths, were | 


But | believe I do not recognise among them a sin- 
gle name that ever voted for me. I believe they 
are amiable and kind in their social intercourse, 


i |, and would do me any personal kindness; but | 
aitention to it; for the call, headed as it was, does | 


I believe that call |; 


| 
i 
] 


believe they do not vote for me, and I should be || 
véry much surprised, indeed, if my nature has not | 


very much altered, if I should be governed by 
what they say, never having been so before. 


Sir, I should have said nothing on this subject, || 
|| if the Senator from Kentucky | 


had not browght 


forward this imposing declaration with respect to || 


the sentiments of the people of St. Louis in a 


way to address himself to me personally, and in || 


a way to iuduce me to take notice of it and gov- 
ern myself by it. 
to his having presented it to the Senate instead of 
his committee, but for the remarks which were ad- 
dressed to me. 

And now, Mr. President, all T have, to say is, 
that whenever the memorial shall come to me, | 
shall present it to the Senate with all the respect 
that is due to the very respectable citizens whose 
names I see attached to these resolutions, and 
whom I judge to be a sample of the whole meet- 


| the city of St. Louis, containing an account of the 


meeting referred to. All the papers published in 
the city of St. Louis, both Whig and Democraticy 


|| state that this meeting was got up upon a call of 
casion to enforce what I might be saying by sta- | 


something like fifty persons. I saw their names, 
and recognize some among these gentlemen who 
They belong to both the great 
political parties of the country; and I will use a 


tay they were *‘ leading men”’ of both parties. | 
suppose the notice making the call must-have been 
sn the papers of both parties. I first received a 
short telegraphic account of this meeting; but yes- 


| terday evening I received an account in papers 


sent to me—papers of both the Whig and Demo- 
cratic parties. The statements in all these papers 
amount to about the same thing. They state the 


facts much as they are stated in the resolutions | 
I have || 


presented by the Senator from Kentucky. 
also letters from gentlemen residing in the city of 
St. Louis, corroborating the accounts as given 
in the papers I have received. It is represented 


|| to have been a very large meeting, and composed 
| of the most respectable citizens, and one of the 


most respectable meetings ever held in the city of 
St. Louis. It was made up of the principal busi- 
ness men, professional men, mechanics, and labor- 
ers. The number is stated to have been from 
eight hundred to a thousand, It is true, as I sup- 
pose, that in the city of St. Louis they will poll 
from five to six thousand votes. Here, then, were 
about one-fifth of the voters of the city of St. Louis 
present at this meeting, and from the most respect- 
able portion of the people. These are the repre- 
sentations made in the letters and papers I have 
received from that city. In addition to this, Mr. 
President, a White etn convention met 
in the county of Cape Girardeau, in that congres- 
sional district. 1 suppose all the counties in the 
district were ted, or at least a large major- 
ity of them, in that convention. That convention 
unanimously speak the same voice spoken by 
these resolations in the of St. Louis. . This is 
a mere matter of opinion, and I only give it as 
such. From the information [ have received, so 
far as I have received the papers of the Whig par- 
ty in that State, they uniformly advocate this ad- 


g to that wing of the Democratic party of wh 
t have the roe to be an hamble nyember, advo- 
cate this same stment, or com ise, as re- 
rted by the e of Thirteen. But, sir, it 
due perhaps that I should say that some weeks 


oe or compromise; and the papers balotg: 
i? | 








I should have paid no attention || 


ng. 
Mr. ATCHISON. It has been some two or 


|| three days since I reveived the first paper from 
put less stress upon what we deem to be universal | 
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the members of that wing to which I do not be- 
long, and they adopted one resolution, the tenth 
of a series, in which they, as | understand it, re- 
pudiate this proposition of adjustment; and they 
| say, in speaking of the Senator from Kentucky, 
| that he has now in 1850, as he did in 18392, come 
| to the rescue of the nullifiers of the Union, {, do 
not pretend to give the exect words, but the idea 
was as I have stated, and | wish to cali the atten- 
tion of my ultra southern friends to this fact, that 
| the Senator from Kentucky is said to have come 
| to the rescue of the nullifiers; and the considera- 
|| tion, they intimate, will be the same as that when 
|| he came to the rescue of the nullifiers in 1832, 
| which is, that if he shall bring their proposition 
| forward, they will sustain him in'a propusition for 
| a national bank, if he shall bring one forward. 
Now, we huve three political parties in Misaou- 
ri: the Whig party, under the old organization, 
and then there are what are called the test end the 
| anti-test parties; or, in other words, on this great 
question of slavery, the Democratic party seem to 
|| be divided. What is public opinion, which party 
'| will triumph in August, we cannot tell; bat then 
| all these things will be tested at the polia in a man- 
ner not to be mistaken, and not to be misunder- 
stood. Ido not pretend to say, the time ia so 
long before the test is to be made, which party 
| will wiamph. But of one thing | feel very cer- 
tain, that the party in favor of the adjustenent of 
this question, in the manner proposed by the 
| Committee of Thirteen, will triumph. Mr. Presi- 
asnt, I did intend some time since to have given 
my views upon this question, humble aa they are, 
to the Senate. _I intend to do it yet. 1 will now 
take occasion, as this is the first time | have pub- 
licly expressed myself upon this great question, 
to say that I shall vote for this compromise bill as 
it was introduced, Yes, sir, | will swallow the 
whole bottle of “Old Doctor Jacob Townsend's 
Sarsaparilla.”” [Laughter.] I utterly abhor bro- 
| ken doses. [Renewed laughter. } 
| I will take this occasion to say that I would not 
| vote for but one solitary measure separate and 
| apart from this compromise union; and that is the 
measure for the organization of a territorial gov- 
| ernment. I would not vote for the admission of 
| California ae a separate measure. | would wra 
her loose in the wilderness, as the Jews did the 
scape-goat. I believe | would go further, although 
| it would be an operation foreign to my nature and 
quite revolting: | would hurl her from the rock 
backwards before I would vote for her admission 
as a separate measure. And | have one good rea- 
| son, and that is, I do not believe we should have 
| any adjustment of this question if California was 
| admitted into the Union as a separate measure. | 
believe the question would be open for agitation, 
and the agitation would be of a worse description 
|| than any we have seen. | do not pretend to know 
| what the result will be, and [ will aot. pretend. so 
| speak of it; but one thing Ido say, as 1, said at 
the beginning of this session, that Lic not believe 
the people of Missouri would ever submit to the 
Wilmot proviso; never, sir, never; nor do | be- 
lieve that any southern or slave State in this Union 
would submit to it. Mr. President, lL have noth- 
ing more to say on this subject at this time. 
r. CLAY. I move that the resolutions iz on 
the table, 
The motion was agreed to, 


} 
| 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. FOOTE, from the Committee on Foreign 





Relations, to which was referred the report of the 
Secretary of State communicating information in re- 
lation to the conduct of the Japanese Government 
towards American seamen wrecked on the coast of 
Japan, the capabilities of the independent oriental 
nations for commerce with the United States, and 


| 
| 


theproper observance of the treaty of 20th March, 
| 1833, with Siam, reported the following resolution: 


Resolved, That Mr. Palmer have leave to withdraw, take 
out a copyright for, and print on his own aceount, the docu- 
ments en’ “ A comprehensive view of the principal in- 
dependent maritime countries of the East,”’? which accom- 
panied the report of the Secretary of State to the Renata, 
ander date of the 234 Aprillast, and was referred to (he Com- 

ittee on Foreign Relations; and that the Seeretary of the 
be and he is hereby authorized to subecribe for —— 
copies of the work under the above title for the use of the 
Senate, provided the same shall be delivered by Mr. Pabowr 
at a price not exereding per copy the rate of printing, titin- 

and binding public documents for the Senate in 
. with twenty per cent. 


Mr. FOOTE. As the filling up of the blank in 
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the resolution is now the tt 
that it be'filled 4 by the words “ fifteen hundred.” 

Mr. WALKER. I move to amend the resolu- 
tion by striking out all that portion which relates 
to the subscription by the Senate. 

Mr. FOOTE. Anxious to proceed to the con- 
sideration of the order of the day, I will not now 
oceupy the Senate with any remarks, I will merely 
state (nat this’ document has beén warmly recom- 
mended by the Secretary of State; that it has been 
carefully examined by the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, and that they unanimously came to the 


' 
| 
} 
| 
| 


conelasion that it was a work of great value. The | 


Senator from Massachasetts (Mr. Wenster] has 
formed a high Opinion of it; and Tearnestly hope 


the Beriaie’ will adopt the resolution without the | 


amendment offered by the Senator from Wiscon- 


Bin. 

Mr. WEBSTER. 1 suppose itis known on all 
hands that the author of this pamphlet has been 
about it for many years. It appears to me to be a 
work of great value, and contains much useful in- 


formation a8 to the commerce of the east; and as || 
to the author printing it without a subscription, || 


that is out of the question. I hope the amendment 
will not prevail, but that the resolution as it is of- 
fered will be adopted. 

Mr. BUTLER. I had occasion once before, 


when a motion of this kind Was made to print | 


two thousand copies of a certain work, to protest 
againat it. 
Senate of the United States 
this kind, which are not specially demanded to aid 
us in intelligent legislation, but which are designed 
principally for general circulation. With regard 
to the former case to which I have referred, | pro- 
tested against the printing. I have learned that 
the printing of that work would have cost us some 
$30,000, if the strict terms of the contract had 
been adhered to. 


of the United States, which is now, 
ean be bought at the bookstores for a dollar ora 


a generel book, the result of inquiries an 
vations of an individual. 
the usual number to supply the Senate, but | am 
épposed to making this body the vehicle to send 
books out to thepublic. I shall vote for the lowest 


|| capiés as may in a small degree reward him for 


|| asa part of the 26th rule: 


|| Senate, ina similar manner with bills; aud all other reso- 
|| futions shall lie on the table One day for cunsideration, and 
Under any circumstances, it || 
cost us $12,000 to publish a pamphlet of a few pa- || 
ges of a report of decisions in the Supreme Court || 
suppose, lo | 
be found among the law reports every where, and || that all resolutions which relate to drawing money | 
| out of the contingent fund are treated as hills. 
dollar and a half. Thisis a proposition epruien || The unanimous consent to consider them is asked | 
obser- || 


I am willing to vote for | 


number, This idea of publishing books to be sent | 
out to the public is likely to bring too onerous | 


duties upon this body, according to my notions. 


Mr. KING. ‘The Senate will recollect that the | 


papers containing the documents now proposed to 
be printed were communicated by the State De- 


partment, and that they were very numerous, On | war by the Senate of the United States having | 


|| purchased horn-books, got up by men who draw | 


lookitig them over I came to the conclusion that a 
large number of them would not be necessary, to 


be printed for any purpose connected with the | 


legistation of the country, and therefore I did not 
ask for the printing of the whole of them. if 


the whole of the documents communicated were | 


printed, they would cost, even under our present || to show an instance of it, 
contract, & sum Which perhaps the value of the || 


documents would be far from justifying; and they 


the document ‘now referred to, inasmuch as ‘the 
would tead the mind to a variety of su 


to our commerce in the east. 


advisable to have consular agents in those coun- 
tries where they would be permitied. to reside, in 
order that the interests of the country may be 
promoted... Thia individual has been enabled to 


collect a great deal of infermation which will be || 


useful to ug, Ag to the number of copies to be or- 
dered, thatia for the Senate to decide upon. if 
Senators do not consider it necessary that this in- 
formation on go to the couotry, but that it 
should be 
Cheam, Mt Wek ee 
Congress, let such a number only be ordered. 
repeal, sity oo the Vienieed information | 
possess of this w thor 
do not enbeely natacrie 
whole it will be useful, as. 
hich we cannot well obtain 


|| after a while, call it forth for the information of | 
| the Senate. 


| of a war by such impertinence as what, and I waut 


\| on this resolution, and the Chair would like to, be 


Tam not aware by what authority the || informed what the 


ublishes books of || 


NGRESSIONAL GLOBE; 


principal matter, I move | prepared this paper has done so without any fee 
|| or reward. 1 
| 


He has doubtless labored as he sup- 
posed for his own interest; but certainly, if the 
paper is of that description which I suppose it to 
be, he has labored for ine benefit of his. country. 
The Secretary of State considered this a valuable 
| paper; it was brought before the committee in 
| connexion with a mass of other documents which | 
| we did not think ought to te printed, and this was 
selected. Iam hot much in the habit of recom- 
mending the printing of works of a general charac- 
| ter at the cost of the Government, but this is one 
which I conceive might be useful. The individual 
who prepared it 1s not in the employ of the Gov- 
eriment, and he wishes to withdraw the paper 
thus prepared, and to have it published for the 
| benefit of his country, and at the same time that | 
the Government should take such a number of | 


} 


his fabor. 

Mr. BENTON. Does this come up regularly | 
from the calendar ? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution 
was presented this morning, and was received by 
unanimous consent. : 

Mr. BENTON. This seems to be a very ex- 
temporaneous way of getting up business without 
reference to what may be on the calendar. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. There is.a motion 





ractice in a case of this kind | 


is.” On looking at the rules, I find’ the following 


* And all resolutions proposing amendments to the Coa- 


stitution, or to which the approbation and signature of the |} 
|| President may be requisite, or which may grant money out 


of the contingent fund, shali be treated, in all rexpects; in 
the introduction and (orm of proceedings upou thein iw the 


also reports of committees,” 


The Chair thinks. this is restricted to that rule, 
Mr. BENTON. I know that rule was made | 
for the protection of the contingent fund. | know 





on the spot, where the sum to be granted is a | 
small one. 

But, Mr. President, this is an old work, an old | 
mandguvre on the part of booksellers, which has | 
been broken up for a while. There used to be an 
old guard who came-here to watch and influence 
the Senate in matters pertaining to their book-sales. 
Now, the business seems to be pretty triumphant 
again. 1 want to takea pul at it, not only to 


show that we have been brought to the verge of a 


up what they please, night after night, and go 
and put it down in the Secretary’s office, and then, | 


| 


We have been brought to the verge 


Sir, a Senator who 
has attained the age of thirty years, and who 


And, if not, there is a na- 
tional library to which he has accegs, and he may 


The framers of the Constitution never aNtici- | 
pated. that Senators thirty years of age were to 
purchase horn-books made for them, in order to | 





| here to do one kind of. business, and we. follow 


confined to sich a number of |. 
necessary for both Houses of || by a petson who perha 


that committee, w 


another. I believe we have no calendar, and no 

order of business, and we never.know what. is | 

‘coming up till something is brought before us. 1 

move that this resolution be laid over till | have | 
had an opportonity to gather up something that | 

have laid by among my old papers and notes, and 

| which will serve to sllustrate not merely the money. 
part of this business, but the danger to the coun 

| Of receiving this information from books got up 

has had an eye to bum- 

| ber one ae whole session, ’ 

Mr. FOOTE. 

| of the Committee on Foreign Relations. 1 stated 
in thé hearing of the Senate that { did so unde 


_ unanimous instruction of that committee. There 
| is one individual who happens to be ¢ ine ee of 
orn mot pretend know & 








| 





‘| to the Senator from Mississippi. 
| illustrate the money part of the businegs, but to | 


I made this report @8 the organ ||. 


great deal about the value of books, but he 


satisfied that the other three gentlemen eae 


of the 


|| committee have ‘as mach competency to judge of 


the character of a book, and to judge whether jt js 
a horn-book, as any individual who andertakes to 
denounce it. Now, sir, 1 anevery indifferent as to 
the number of copies, I certainly concur most 
heartily with the members of the committee as io 


|| the valee of the book. [| agree with the Secretary 


of State, who is also acquainted with the subjec:. 
and his reputation asa man, of intellect and atiain. 
ments is mech too highto need any vindication 
from me against any suggestion that may come 
from any quarter calculated to depreciate the repy. 
tation of any ordinary person... But, Lam not the 
special champion of this particular proposition: 
agreeing with the committee in fegeet in the gen. 
eral merits of the book as well as with regard to 
its being published in some mode by the Senate, | 
became the organ of the committee, and thus be. 
came responsible before the public for the motion 
now pending. I wish it to be understood that, 
limited as my information is, I did not introduce 
this motion for the purpose of monopolizing aij 
the instruction contained in that book; and I trust 
that, young as | am—being somewhat over thirty 


\| years of age [a Jaugh}—and limited as my inform. 


ation is, | did not stand im need of any recommen. 
dation from any quarter, to.go to the national 
library for instruction. Other gentlemen, who are 


' notin the habit of boasting of their knowledge, 


and who are not remarkable for self-sufficiency of 
demeanor, are known to have. recourse to the na- 
tional library for instruction as well as entertain- 
ment, as freely as those who boast of more know|- 
edge, and whose demeanor here is not characier- 
ized by teo.much bashfulness. 

Sir, Lhave said all. that | have to say upon the 
subject, except that I am little inelined to wasie 


|| the funds of the Senate, and further, if you will go 


back a little in the history of the Senate, and re- 
view the appropriations which have been made for 
purposes similar to this, | feel authorized to say 
that in this respect I would not suffer quite so 
much detriment as others. On that score, therefore, 
I am anxious thata full scrutiny should be bad, snd 
that port speedily.. | therefore ask that the further 
consideration of the resolution be postponed, so 
that all may have an opportunity of looking into 
the matter as fully as may be requisite, and that 
those gentlemen who concur with me in the neces- 
sity of publishing the book may aid me in getting 
it published. 
r. HAMLIN. . | rise.to make a suggestion 
I understand 
the Chair to make. an intimation that there was a 
doubt as to the course this report should take, and 
whether there should be two or three readings. If 
there is any doubt about it, | would suggest that 
it have two readings now, and then be referred. | 
believe that all reports made during the ses:ion, 
while [ have had a seat in this body, have been 
trea‘ed as ordinary orders. ' 
Mr. CLAY. | would prefer to have it laid upon 
the table, because, with the honorable Senator 


|| from Maine, I bave some doubt whether this isa 
| represents a sovereign State of this Union, is sup- | 
would not be so usefal as the mere publication of || posed to have made himself acquainted with the | 
y || duties of his station. 
d bjects not || 
connected with the important question ‘in regard || go there and qualify himself, 

| believe that most || 
of this pamphlet is of such a character as would | 
be useful im: enabling as to judge of how far it | 


would be. proper to.institute dipiomatic relations | instruct them in their duties, and I want an oppor- 
with other countries—at least how far it would bé | tunity 10 say something on this subject. We come 


case to which the rule applies. ‘This will afford 
the Presidin cer an opportunity to look to the 
rule. Are hialieg | fear we shall have # dis- 
cussion upon it, I therefore move that it be laid 
upon the table, 

The motion was agreed to. 

THE SEVENTH CENSUS. ; 

Mr. UNDERWOOD... 1 wish; to give notice 
that. to-morrow, or at some subsequent time, | 
shall ask leave to introduce a bill supplementory 
to ‘+ the act for taking the seventh census.’’ Com 
munication has been made to us that probably the 
compensation allowed for taking the census |" 
California and Oregon, uniess some new provisio® 
is made, willbe insufficient. Inis deemed neces 
sary, therefore, to have a supplementary bul, *Y 
which the necessary provision shall be made. 
' " ‘) “JNDEX OF PATENTS. , 

Mr. DAVIS, \of Mississippi, submitted - 
following resolution, which was considered an 

to: ' F 

Resolved, "That the Committee on a wo 
pre sete gn tw mg ee Dee of we 


to be pre, f : 
pace edo ort ata 


Lan 


deat mig etree’ 





~~ ESS 






the bill for the admission of Cal ofnia as & State 
into the Union i. tablish territorial governments 
for Utah and New Mexico, and making propos 
wo Texas for the establishment of her western and 
northern boundaries. ' | 
A general discussion ensued, which consumed 
three hours and a half, of which a report will be 
found in the Appendix, : : 
The Senate then adjourned, 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friary, June 14, 1850. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

Mr. DANIEL asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to make a report from the Committee | 
of Claims. 3 

Mr. JONES. I object, and ask that the com- || 
mittees may be called for reports. 

THE PRIVATE CALENDAR. 

Mr. DANIEL made two or thfee remarks 
which were i | imperfectly heard from the. dis- 
tance at which he spoke, ut he was understood 
generally to call the recollection of the House to the | 


——$ 








fact, that Congress had now been moré than six 

months in. session; that one of the rules of the | 
House, with a view of affording to those who | 
had claims upon the justice and. equity of the | 
Government, an opportunity of being heard, pro- 
vided that two days of each week should be set 
apart for the consideration of these claims; and 
yet, he believed he was correct in stating, that du- 
ring the whole period of the présent session, the 
House had not devoted more than fiveor six days 
to the consideration of private bills 

Several gentleman interposed to order. 

The SPEAKER interposed, and said that it was | 
not in order for the gentleman to proceed with his || 
remarks, except by unanimous eonsent. 

Mr. DANIEL. Well, sir, | move that the || 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole, | 
for the purpose of proceeding to the consideration || 
of the private calendar. 

Mr. PRESTON KING. And I move that the 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, for the purpose of _re- 
suming the,consideration of the bill forthe admis- | 











sion of California. 

Mr. BAYLY.. I have to state that there is.a 
bill upon which the Administration is earnestly 
urging action, and I call for the regular order of || 
business. 

Cries to order. p 
The SPEAKER. Atl remarks are out of order. | 
Mr. BAYLY.. I call for the regular order of | 
business. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 
ness would be the call of the committees for_re- 
ports. But as this day js, set apart by the rules for 
the consideration of private'bilis, the motion of th 
gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. Daniex] will 
take precedence of the order of the day. 

Mr. THOMAS asked the yeas and nays onthe 
motion of Mr, Danren; which were ordered, and, 
being taken, were—yeas 86, nays 101, as follow; 

YEAS—M 3,, Albertson to: 

Averett, Bay, Beale. Bocock, Bites nae tea ee 
Brown, Buel, Chester Batler, T. B. Butler, George A. Cald- 
Well, Joseph P.Caliwel, W. RoW. Cobb, Daniel, Deberry, 
Dmwiek, Danham, Edmundson, Ewing, Featherston, 
Preediey, Fuller, Gilmore, Hall, Hamilton, Hammond, Har 
mson, J. G. Harris, Haymond, Hilliard, Holladay, Holmes 
Howard, Hubbard, Ingey J. Wi Jackson, R: 

La Sére, Leffler, Job 
Lean, McMullen, - 
ley Ponte ree peak ean 

mdm, > Cs . : ‘owell, bins, Ross, Savage, 


. H. Stantoa, A. H. Stephens, 
; Jacob Thompson, Jamies 1, William 











5 RW.’ Johnson, 
ann, Marshall, Mason, Finis E. Me 
, MeWillie, Meade, M 


ne erent enna i A Ae 


, Whitulesey, Williams, Woodward, and Young, 


Morse, Morton, Nelson, Nes, une. | 
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‘So the, House refused to go into Commitiee on 
reek eee geen ae 


oom  CALTFORNTA. 
The question then recurred on the motion of 


Mr. Preston Kine, that the Housé resolve itself | 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the | 
Union, for the purpose of resuming the considera- 
tion of the bill for the admission of California: 


Mr: WENTWORTH called for thé yeas and 


rie which were ordered. 
r. 


STANTON, of Tennessee, moved that | 
when the House adjourn, it adjourns to meet on | 
Monday next. 

But Mr. S. withdrew the motion. | 

The question recurred.on the motion that the | 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole | 
on the state of the Union. 


Mr. BAYLY. The bill which I desire to re- || 





rt 
P Calls to order. 


Mr. BAYLY (continuing amidst repeated calls || 


to order) is a bill necessary to keep the wheels of 


Government going, | 


The SPEAKER said remarks were not in order. 
Mr. VINTON hoped, hé said, that the House | 


| would sustain the motion of the gentleman from | 


Virginia, [Mr. Bayuy.] 
Calls to order. 


[Mr. RICHARDSON, on leave given, with- || 
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| consideration of the memorials of John Robinson 
! and John Reed, Benjamin Daniel. and others, for 
| bounty land for officers and soldiers in the war of 
| 1812; and they were referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 
Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky, from the Com- 
| mittee on. Military Affairs, reported a bill for the 
| relief of John H. B. Rolle; which was read a first 

and second time by its title, referred to a Com- 

mittee of the Whole House, and, with the report- 

accompanying, ordered to be printed. 
| Mr. CABELL, of Florida, from the Commit- 
| tee on Naval Affairs, reported a bill for the relief 
of John W. Simonton; which was read a first 
and secend time by its title, referred to a Commit- 
tee of the Whole House, and, with the report ac- 
companying, ordered to be printed. 
| Mr. MeWILLIE, from the Committee on 
| Prinung, to which was. referred, on the 16th of 
May last, the resolution relative to the expediency 
of printing an extra number of copies of the re- 
port of the Secretary of the Treasury on the con- 
dition of the banks of the United States, in pursu- 
ance of a resolution of July 10, 1832, made a report, 
accompanied by the following resolution: 

Resdlved, ‘That five thousand extra copies Of the fetter 

| and report of the Secretary of the Treasury relative vo the 


| condition Of the banks of the United States, be ptinited tor 
the use of the House. 





i 
j 
j 





drew from’ the files of the House papers in the | Ane apeninn wae, POL. 9p, the. edopaianrins. dhe 


case.of James Orr.] 


Mr. FITCH’ said that if the House refused to | 


go into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, the call for reports of committees 
would be in order. 


The question waa,taken and decided in the neg- || 


ative—yeas 81, nays 122; as follow: 
YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Ashmun, Baker, Bay, Bennett, 
Bingham, Bissell, Booth, Buel, Burrows, Thomas B. Bit- 
ler, Joseph Cable, Cartter, Chaidier, Cole, Corwin, Dim- 
mick, Disney, Dixon, Doty, Fowler, Fuller, Giddings, Gil- 
more, Goodenow, Gott, Grinnell, Hall, Halleway, Harian, 


Hoagland, Hunter, Julian, Preston King, Leffler, Littlefield, |) 
| Horace Mann, Job Mann, Matteson, McLanahah, Moore, || 
| Morehead, Morris, Natoers Nes, Newel, Ogle, Olds, Peas- 


lee, Peck, Phelps, Potter, Puunam, Ri-ley, Robinson, Rock- 
well, Root, Sackett, Sawtelle, Schenck, Schoolcraft, Siives- 


| ter, Sprague, Alexander H. Stephens, Thaddeus Stevens, 


Stetson, Suong, Sweetser,: Taylor, William Theiupson, 
Tuck, Underhill, Walden, Waldo, Wentworth, Whutlesey, 
Wilmot, Winthrop, Wood, and Young—2}. 

NAYS— 


Messrs. Albertson, Alston, Anderson, Ashé, Aver- ] 


ett, Bayly, Beale, Bocock, 


Chester Butler, George A. Caldwell, Joseph P. Caidweli, 


Calvin, Casey, Clingwan, W. R. W. Cobh, Conger, Crowel, || 
Daniel, Deberry, Duet, Duncan, Dunham, Edmundson, N. || 


Evans, Ewinu, Featherston, Fitch, Freediey, Gould, Green, 
Hanihton, Hammond, Hampton, Haralson, ishan: G. Harris, 
Samp-on W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hay, Haymond, 
Hebard, Henry, Hibbard, Hilliard, Holladay, Holmes, Hous- 
ton, Howard, Howe, Hubbard, Inge, Josep) W. Jackson, 
William T. Jackson, Andrew Johnson, James L. Johnson, 


Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, Kerr, Daniel P. King, || 


George G King, James G. King, La Sére, Marshall, Mason, 
McClernand, McDowell, Robert’ M. McLane, Finis E. 
McLean, McMutten, McQueen, McWillie, M+achain, 
Meade, Mitler, Milson, Morse, Morton, Orr, Otis, Outlaw, 
Parker, Pitman, Reed, Reynolds, Richardson, Robbins, 
Ross, Rumsey, Savage, Schermerhorn, Seddon, Shepperd, 
Spauiditig, Stanly, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stan- 
ton, Thomas, Jacub Thompson, James-hompson, Jonn B. 
Thompson, Thurman, Toombs, Van Dyke, Venable, Vin 
ton, Welles, Watkins, -Wellborn, White, Witlams, Wil- 
son, and Woodward—122. 

So the House refused to go into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 


REPORTS. ' 
Mr. BAYLY called for the regular order of busi- 


ness. 
The SPEAKER. . The regular. order of busi- 


ness is the call of the committees for reports. . Re- || 


ports are in order from the committee on Military 
affairs... 

Mr. BURT, fromthe, Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported back, with an amendment, the bill 
from the Senate for the relief of Adjutant General 
Roger Jones; which was ref to a Committee 
of the Whole Hopes dered to be printed. 
R the Committee on 


_ 
On. motion by Mr, 
Milnary Adaire was discharged from the further 


cD tion of the memorial- of James Hardy, 
Peter Wood, and , asking an extension of 
the benefits of the various acts of Congress grant- 





dyextra pay to soldiers and 
owe in the war with, , 
navy of the Unived States who 
iiciee Aainntba valk war, 


the Commitiee 
Eee 


kee, Buwdon, Bowie, Bow- | 
lin, Boyd, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Albert G. Brown,, Burt, | 


resolution, and it was agreed to, 
| Mr. McWILLIE, from the same committee, to 
| which was referred, on the 16th of May last, the 
| communication of the Secretary of the inierior, 
| transmitting the report of Messrs. Foster and 
Whitney, United States geologists, made a report, 
accompanied by the following resolution: 
i} Resolved, That ten thousand extra copies of the report of 
| Mesers. Foster and Whitney, United Stare: geotogivas, on. 
the copper lands of the Lake Superior Land Disirict, Miei- 
| gan, be printed for the use of the House, with the letter of 
|| the Secretary of the Interior transmitting the same to Con- 
gress. 

The question was put on the adoption of the 
| réport, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. WHITE moved a reconsideration of the 
vote by which the House had adopted the resolu- 
‘| tion reported from the Committee on Printing, 
|| ordering the printing of ten thousand extra copies 
|| of the report of the survey on the mineral Jands, 


|| Mr. W. explained that-his object was to move 
that the documents be bound, (as other documents 
|| were.) 
After a brief conversation between Mr. Warre 
\| and the Speaker, 
1 The question was taken, and the vote was re- 
|| considered. 
| ‘The question then recurred on the adoption of 
|| the resolation. 

Mr. WHITE moved to amend it so as to pro- 
vide for the binding. 
|| The. amendment was agreed to, and the resolu- 
| tion as amended was adopted. 
|| Mr. McCLERNAND, from the Committee on 
|| Foreign Affairs, reported a bill amendatory of the 
|| act enutled “An act to carry into eff-ct certain 
| provisions in the treaties between the United Staics 
|| and China and the Ottoman Porte,” approved 
| August 11, 1848; which having been read a first 
| and second time by its title with a view to its 
| commitment, 
| -Mr: MeC. said that he had been instructed by 
|| the committee to ask that the bill be pat upon its 


}| Passes <b: 
|| The bill having been read through, 
|| -Mr..McCLERNAND said that the bill had 
| been made the subject of a special communication 
| by the Secretary of State. A few words of expla- 
| nation would. be sufficient to satisfy the House 
| that the bill should be passed without delay. 
| Under the won with China, concluded in July, 
|| 1844, the United States were authorized to extend 
| their. laws over China, with the limitation of their 
operation to citizens of the United States, and to 
| punish all such offenders against these laws. 
In pursuance and execuuon of this treaty, an 
| act of was passed in August, 1548, actu- 
ally extending our laws over China for the por- 
| poses named,and authorizing the American Lot 
| missioner and consuls in China to try and punith 
all citizens of the ee commitung 
in China, ‘including Macao.’ 
Now, the words “ including Mecao”’ are, the 
exceptionable words: and the Portuguese Govern- 
ment objects to them. She objects to them upon 
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the ground that Macao is no part of the Chinese 
dominions, bat belongs and has belonged to her, | 
towether with its dependencies, for some three hun- 
dred years. Without undertaking to affirm the 
title of Portagal to this establishment, which was | 
situated on the southern peninsula of an island in 
the gulf of Canton, he was not aware that it was | 
now seriously, if at all, questioned. Portugal ob- 
jeeted to this phraseology, and had made it the 
ground of @ refusal'to receive an American consul 
at Macao, To obviate this objection the Secretary 
of State had promised to bring the subject to the 
notice of Congress; and thus the history of the bill || 
was given. Tts passage was necessary to correct || 
what was a mistuke in the act of 1848, and its im- || 
mediate passage called for by the faith of Mr. |) 
Clayton's promise and by our interests at Macao, |, 
now unprotected by any commercial agent at that | 
city. He hoped the bill would be at once passed. | 

The billwas ordered to be erfgrossed and read a 
third time, and being engrossed, was read the third 
time and passed. 


FRENCH SPOLIATIONS. 


Mr. BUEL, from the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, reported a bill to provide for the ascertain- || 
ment and satisfaction of claims of American citi- || 
zens for spoliations committed by the French || 
prior to July 31, 1801; which was read a first and || 
second time by its ttle, referred to the Committee | 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and or- || 
dered to be printed. 


MINNESOTA AND OREGON. 


Mr. BOYD, from the Committee on Territories, || 
reported a bill authorizing the Legislative Assem- |) 
bly of the Territories of Minnesota and Oregon, | 
to prolong their next annual session to a period of | 
ninety days; which, being read a first and second 
time by its title, ‘ 

Mr. B. said that he was instructed by the com- | 
mittee to ask that the bill might be put on its pas- 
Bare. 

The bill was then read through. 

Mr. BOYD said he would say a single word || 
in explanation. By the law establishing terri- 
torial governments in Minnesota and Oregon, the 
Legislative Assemblies of these Territories were || 
authorized to continue their sessions one hundred | 
days, for the purpose of completing a code of 
laws, #0 that the machinery of the governments 
m ght be put in operation. For some reason, the 
members had not been paid, so far, at least, as 
Oregon was concerned. In consequence of this | 
staie of things, the Legislatures sat but little more | 
than half the time allowed by the law, and ad- | 
journed without completing the codes. They 
asked, and thia bill proposed, that the next session | 
might be extended only ninety4iays. He hoped 
there would be no objection to the bill being put 
on its passage. 

The bill was read a third time and passed. 

On motion by Mr. WALDO, the Committee on 
Revolutonary Petisions was discharged from the 
further consideration of the petitions of Mary A. || 
Tarnerand John L. Turner, and of William Ran- | 
dail, heir of Richard Randall, deceased; and they || 
were referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claima. 

Mr. WALDO, from the same committee, re- || 
ported the following bills, which were severally | 
read a first and second time by their titles com- || 
mitted toa Committee of the Whole House, and, | 
- the accompaning reports, ordered to be print- 
ed, viz: 

A bili for the relief of the heirs of John Jack- | 
son, deceased; and 

A bill for the relief of Mary Martin. 

_ Mr. WALDO, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions, made adverse reports in the fol- 
lowing cases; which were severally ordered to lie 
on the table and be printed, viz: 

The petition of John Bain for an increase of 


POneeey «72's 

The petition of Adam P. Campbell, a son of 
Patrick for a pension; 

The petition of Elizabeth Haxton, fora 

The petitions of Hannah Phelps a 
Page, for the benefits of the 

‘The petition of Philip Ta 
pension; 0.’ 

The petitions of James Pitman fora 
the heirs of Rachael Rowell for back 
of Jane Sexton and Margaret Field, fu: 


ion; 

Eunice 
ion act of 1838; 

» for arrearages of 


pension, of 


> 


pensions. 


|| the defence of New Orleans, asking for 


| 
| lation, 


| ing ** three.’ 
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Mr. W. also, made adverse reports in the cases 
of Francis Wallace, Samuel Menifield, William 
Quait, Peter Hilton, Buckley Hutchins, ‘Daniel | 
Risdon, of the war of 1812, and the memorial of | 
the surviving officers and soldiers who served in | 
nsions; 
which reports were severally ordered to he on the 
table and be printed. 

Mr. FREEDLEY, from the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Pensions; reported a bill for the relief, 
of John Adams, of Blair county, Pennsylvania; | 
which was read a first and second time by its title, | 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House, and, 
with the report accompanying, ordered to. be | 
printed. 
REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONS. 


Mr. WALLACE, from the Committee on Revo- | 
lutionary Pensions, reported the following resolu- 
tion, viz: | 

« Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- | 
sions be and are hereby instructed to inquire and report 
upon the expediency of extending the henefit of the act of | 
Congress of the 7th June, 1832, and the amendments 
to the same, granting pensions to revolutionary soldiers | 
and the widows of those who have died who served in 
the war of the Revolution, either in the continental line, | 
militia, or State troops, for a period of not less than four 


| months.’? 


i 
Mr. W. said that the committee had instructed 
him to introduce the resolution, so.as to take the | 
sense of the House upon the adoption of the reso- 


| lution. | 


Mr. BAYLY. _ Is it « resolution of inquiry? 
The SPEAKER. It is. .| 
Mr. BAYLY. Then there is no test question. 
Mr. WALLACE. Except upon the coming in | 
of the resolution, 
The question being on the adoption of the reso- | 


Mr. ALBERTSON moved to amend the reso- | 
lution by striking out ‘* four’? months and insert- | 
The amendment was rejected. | 
And the resolution was adopted. 
Mr. EVANS, of Ohio, from the Committee on 


| Revolutionary Pensions, made adverse reports in 
| the following cases, which were severally ordered | 
| to lie on the table and be printed, viz: 


The petition of Stephen Howard, of Clarendon | 
county, New York, praying for a grant of land in 


| consideration of the services rendered by his | 
| father, Jonathan Howard, in the revolutionary | 
|| war. 


The petition of Valentine Sevier, praying Con- 


gress to grant him and his brother Charles, com- || 


pensation for the services of their father, Captain 
Robert Sevier, in the revolutionary war. 

The petition of the officers of the volunteers in 
the war with Mexico, praying for additional com- 


| pensation. 


Mr. SILVESTER, from the Committee on 


| 
| Revolutionary Pensions, made an adverse report | 
|| on the petition of the heirs of Noah Wiseman for 
| a pension, on account of the death of said Wise- 


man of disease contracted in the service of the 
United States; which was ordered to lie on the 
table and be printed, 

Mr. LEFFLER, from the Committee on Inva- 
lid Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of Charles 
Hinkle; which was read a first and second time 
by its title, referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. L. also, from the same committee, made an 
adverse report in the case of Samuel Spalding for 
an increase of pension; which was ordered to lie 
on the table and be printed. 

On motion by Mr. L., the Committee on Inva- 
lid Pensions was discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the petition of David Troxel, for a 

nsion; and it was referred to the Committee on 

ena Pensions. 

Mr. AVERETT from the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 
John Hazen; which was read a first and ‘second 
time by its title, referred to a Committee of the 
Whole House, and, with the report accompany- 

a to be printed. i 
r. A., from the same committee, made an ad- 
report on the petition of Jefferson W. Cook, 


i 
verse 
previ that the bounty land and extra pay due 
is father, Seaborn I. Cook, may be placed at his 
| for the benefit of the infant heirs of said 
e 
to lie on the table and be printed. 


n W. Cook; which reported was ordered 
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Mr. HAMILTON, from the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions, reported the following bille, which 
were severally read a first and second time by their 
titles, refe to a Committee of the Whole House 
and, with the reports accompanying, ordered to be 
printed, viz: 

A bill for the relief of John W. Robinson; 

A. bill for the relief of Thomas Howard, an in- 
valid seaman, and 

A bill for the relief of Ichabod Waymouth. 

Mr. H. also, from the same committee, made 
adverse reports in the following cases; which were 
severally ordered to lie on the table and be printed, 
Viz: ~ 

The petition of Michael White, a master’s mate 
in the United States navy, for an invalid pension; 

The petition of Isaac Olway, for an invalid pen- 
sion, on account of services in the late war with 
Great Britain; 

The petitions of Washington Denham and Wi. 
liam Ferguson, for arrears of. pension. 

Mr. HAY, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of James 
Butler; which was read a first and second time b 
its title, referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House, and, with the report accompanying, ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. FH. also, from the same committee, made 
adverse reports in the following cases; which were 
severally ordered to lie on the table and be printed, 
viz: 

The petition of Robert Trevett, for arrears of 
pension; 

The petition of John English for a pension on 
account of disability received in the service of the 
United States in the late war with Great Britain; 

The petition of Edward Taylor, for a pension; 
and 

The petition of Stephen A. Corey, for back 
pension. 

On motion by Mr. WALDEN, the Committce 
on Invalid Pensions was discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of— 

The petitions of Elnathan Phelps and Joseph 
Morrison, for arrears of pension; 

The petition of Daniel Palmer, for an increase 
of pension; 

‘he petition of Richard G. Caswell, Apollo 
Hitchcock, Isaac Graham, and Samuel C. Mabson, 


for pensions; 
The joint resolution of the Legislature of Indi- 
ana, for three months’ extra pay and bounty land 
| to deceased offtcers and marines who served in the 
| Mexican war; and 
The petition of Mary B.. Rice, praying that a 
ension may be granted her, asthe widow of 
Win. Rice, for services in the Mexican war. 
Mr. WALDEN, from. the. Committee on 
Patents, reported a bill to authorize the Commis- 
sioner of Patents to grant an extension of a patent 
to Andrew Mori: Sr, for the improvement in 
capstans; which was read a first and second time 
by its title, referred to a Committee of the Whole 
ouse, and, with the accompanying report, or- 
dered to be printed. ; 
On motion by Mr. WALDEN, the Commit- 
| tee on Patents was discharged from the further 
| consideration of the petition of John Pettibone 
and other heirs of Daniel Pettibone, for pay for 
the use by the United States of a bullet-mouid, 
invented by said Pettibone, and it was referred to 
the Commrttee of Claims. 


CALIFORNIA DEBATES. 


Mr. GILMORE, from the Committee on the 
Library, reported the following resolution, which 
was read: 

That the Clerk of the House of Re ntatives 
be, and he is hereby authorized and directed to subscribe 
for three thousand copies of the debates in the California 
Convetition by J. Ross Brown, on the formation of her con- 
stitution: Provided, That no greater price per copy shall be 
paid than one ee the eomposition, for paper, press 
work, and bi . 
re GILMORE asked that the resolution might 

utu its . bs 
he EAKER. ‘The opinion of the Chair 's 
bes the resolution must go to the Committee on 
inting. 

at, PRESTON KING and GILMORE 

moved that reference. 


Ordered accordingly. sks 
uh JOHN A. KING, from the Comm 
‘re a for 
Jost Hoary ibpér¢ which was read a 
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second time by its title, referred to a Committee of 
the Whole House, and, with the accompanying re- 
port, ordered to be printed. 


sae reports on the following cases; which 





K. also, from the same committee, made | 


Mr. BAYLY. Tam about—if gentlemen would 
be patient—to report. 


e SPEAKER. The Chair understands the 
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Mr. CARTTER. Did the Chair wait to hear 
my point of order? 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohic 


gentleman from Virginia as rising to make a state- || cannot rise to a point of order when there is al- 


ment which he has been directed, as chairman of 


were severally ordered to lie on the table and be | the Committee of ae and Means, to make, as 
i e 


rinted, VIZ: 


The petition of James Armstrong, praying that | general anprepriation bills. 


an act may be passed to refand him and James 
Coulter money paid by them for rent for quarters 
for the second regiment of Pennsylvania volun- 
teers; and 


The resolutions of the Legislature of the State | 


of Indiana, asking the passage of a law to enable 
said State to draw arms and equipments from the 
United States. ; 

The Committee of Ways and Means having 
been called, : é 

Mr. BAYLY rose and said: The seventy-ninth 
rule declares that— 

«ft shall also be the duty of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, within thirty days after their appointment, atevery 
cession of Congress, commencing on the first Monday of 
December, to report the general appropriation bills, for the 
civil and diplomatic expenses of the Government; for the 
army, forthe navy, and for the Indian Department and fn- 
dian annuities; Or, in failure thereof, the reasons of the 
failure.” 


Lam directed by the committee, under this last | 


clause of the rule, to make a statement to the 
House. On the third of June, the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Senencx)} moved a resolution censuring 
the Committee of Ways and Means:— 

“Resolved, That, inasmuch as the Committee of Ways 
and Means of this House have not yet reported the annual 
appropriation bill, providing for the civil and diplomatic 
expenses of the Government, for the next fiscal year which 
will begin after the thirtieth day of the present month, but 
has neglected and failed to present the same for more than 
four months beyond the time when, by the practice and rule 
of the House, the sameshould have been reported, the said 
committee be now instructed and directed to report the said 
bill, and such other general appropriation bills as have’ not 
yet been brought in at this session, withoat further delay, 
And in answer to a question of my colleague [Mr. 
McMutuen} as to the period when these bills 
were usually reported, he said within thirty days 
afier the appointment of the committee. | 

Mr. SCHENCK, (interposing.) Will the gen- 
tleman from Virginia allow me to say a word in 
explanation? 

The SPEAKER (to Mr. Barty.) Does the gen- 
tleman from Virginia give way? 

Mr. BAYLY. I will yield to the gentleman, if 
he desires to make an explanation. 

Mr. SCHENCK said, that the gentleman’s col- 
league [Mr. McMutien}] was reported in the 
Globe of the next morning to have asked him (Mr. 
8.) when the general appropriation bills were 
actually reported; in the confusion of the Hall he 
had misunderstood the gentleman, and supposed 


him to have asked when the rule required they || 


should be reported. ‘To this inquiry, he (Mr. S.) 
had replied, Within thirty days from the appoint- 
ment of the committee; but seeing the next morn- 
ing that the gentleman’s inquiry was in a different 


form from what he had supposed, he had had his || 


own reply corrected for the Congressional Globe, 

by stating that it was a reply to the question which 

he had just stated he understood to have been put. 

The gentleman (Mr. Barty] would so find his 

ow S.’s) reply by reference to the Congressional 
ooe, 


Mr. BAYLY (resuming) said, the explanation 
of the gentleman did not mend the matter in the 
least, because in his resolution the gentleman had 
stated that he (Mr. B.) neglected and delayed the 
report of the general appropriation bill at the pres- 
ent session fur more than four months beyond the 
ume when, by the practice and rule of the House, 
ae peoanaee bills were required to be re- 
ported. 

Mr. SCHENCK. | I ask for the reading of the 
resolution which I offered. 

Mr. BAYLY.» I have read it, as contained in 
the official report of the ** Globe.” 

Mr. RUMSEY rose to a point of order. The 
rule, as he understood it, required that the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means should either report 
the “ general appropriation bills within thirty days 
from their appointment, or, in case of failure to 
0 80, report their reasons.”? He did not under- 


stand the gentieman to be offering a report from 
that committee of his reasons. The gentleman 
did not profess, in the which he had thus 
far made » to give a report which was authorized 
by the committes. 13 
















to the reasons why t 


Mr. STANLY. Dol understand the Speaker 
| as deciding that the Committee of Ways and 
| Means have the right to make a verbal report of 
| that sort? 

The SPEAKER. That point has not been de- 
cided. The point of order raised by the gentle- 
/ man from New York [Mr. Rumsey] was, that the 


been reported. The facts were, as the Chair had 


Barry] had risen and stated that he had been di- 
rected by the Committee of Ways and Means to 
make a statement in reference to the reasons why 
these bills had not been reported, in compliance 
with the rule. The gentleman was proceeding to 


|New York [Mr. Rumsey] rose to the point of 
order, that the gentleman was not soli an 
authorized report of the reasons why the com- 
mittee had not reported the bills. 

Mr. BAYLY. I think it is very extraordinary 
that—— 

Mr. SCHENCK, (interposing.) I rise to a 
question of order. Under the seventy-ninth ule 
it is provided, in terms, that the Committee of 
Ways and Means shall report certain appropria- 
tion bills within a limited time, or, in failure to do 
so, that they shal? report the reasons for their 
failure. The committee are required to report an 
| affirmative—either the bills ee reasons of their 
failure.. All reports must be in writing. As I 
understand, the chairman of the Committee’ of 
Ways and Means proposes to report a bill, and 
also the reasons for the failure 





whether | was going to report a bill 

Mr. SCHENCK. If the gentleman reports a 
| bill, he cannot report reasons for the failure. 

Mr. BAYLY. I have not proposed to report a 
bill. 

Mr. SCHENCK. In case of failure to report 
the appropriation bills within thirty days, the rule 
requires the committee to report their reasons for 

such failure; but instead of a report, (which must 
| be in writing,) the chairman gets up here to make 
| a verbal statement, or a speech, as a substitute for 
' a report to this House. 
| Mr. CARTTER called his colleague [Mr. 
| Scuencx} to order. 

The SPEAKER, . The gentleman from Obio, 
on the left, [Mr. Scuencx,} is stating a point of 


| order. 
| Mr. CARTTER. Is a point of order debata- 








le ? 
The SPEAKER. It is not debatable. The 


of his point of order, 
Mr. SCHENCK. Certainly I shall. Now, 
instead of confining himself to making a report 





| chairman proposes-——— ; 
| Mr. CARTTER. [rise toa point of order. 


| on the right, [Mr. Canrrer,] is out of order. 
|The gentleman from Ohio, on the left, [Mr. 
| Scuencx,] is stating a point of order. It is out 
| of order to raise a second point of order, until the 
| first one is disposed of. The 


Mr. CARTTER. Can I not require that the 
point of order shall be reduced to writing ? 

- The SPEAKER, (to Mr. Scuenck.) we 
tleman from Ohio will make the statement of his 
point of order. 

Mr. SCHENCK. When my colleague inter- 
rupted me, | was stating that instead of reporting 
a written statement of reasons for the failure to re- 
port, as required by the rule, the chairman is con- 
fining himself to a verbal statement. 

Mr. CARTTER. I call the gentleman [Mr. 
Scnenck] to order. . 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. Scwewnck) is in order in making the state- 
ment of his point of order. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio, | 


ntleman from Ohio | 
| [Mr. Screncx] will proceed with his poing of order. 


have not reported the || 


ready a gentleman on the floor stating a point of 


order. 
Mr. SCHENCK. I will begin where [ left off. 


That instead of making a report in the form ba 


| which it is usually made, the chairman ia sub- 


|| foreé—no matter what it was—for his text. 


mitting a verbal statement, or a speech, takin 
some resolution which has been offered hereto- 
My 


objection ia, that the gentleman’s statement is not 


| within the meaning and intention of the rule, 


| 


|| which requires the committee to make a report cf 
| gentleman from Virginia was not making a report | 
| of the reasons why the appropriation bills had not | 


the reasons for their failure; this verbal statement 
is not capable of being laid on the table, recon:- 


|| mitted, or otherwise acted upon asa “ report” of 
stated, that the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. | 


a committee. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio, 
(Mr. Scnencx,] submits as a point, thet it is not 


| in order for the gentleman from Virginia to make a 
| verbal statement, asa report.of the Committee of 
| Ways and Means, upon this subject; the Chair 


make this statement, when the gentleman from || 


is of opinion that the Comamittee must report in 
writing and that the statement of the gentleman 
from Virginia, can only be received by the unani- 
mous consent of the House; or if he brings it in 
as the report of a committee, that it must be in 
writing. 

Mr. SCHENCK, I object to the gentleman's 
making a verbal statement. | should like to see the 
** reasons ””’ in writing. 


Mr. BAYLY. It is very extraordinary after 


| the gentleman from Ohio has brought iw @ resolu- 


' 


tion censaring theCommittee of Ways and Mears, 
that he should now object to hearing the reasons 
why they have not repored, 

The SPEAKER called the gentleman from Vir« 
ginia to order. : 

Mr. BAYLY. The rule requires that weshowld 


_ report the reasons; is it necessary that that report 
| be in writing ? 


Mr. BAYLY, (in his seat.) I have not stated |) 


| writing. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that the 
report of a committee must be in writing. 

Mr. BAYLY resumed his seat. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. All reports 
of committees in reference to business must be in 
writing, bat I feel myself constrained to appral 
fromthe decision of the Speaker, that the reasons 
for thé non-action of the committee should be. in 
I think the very nature of the rule itself 
precludes the idea that the statement or report 
should be in writing. It is intended. merely as 
information for the House; it is not a report. to be 


| made on which the action of the House can be 


taken. 

Mr. SCHENCK. If the subject is debatable, 
I shall want to take part in the . discussion, 
If it is not, L call the gentleman from Mississippi 
to order. 


The SPEAKER, (to Mr. Scuercx:) The gen- 


| tleman from Mississippi takes an appeal from the 


| Chair will request the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. | 
Scuenck] to confine himself to a mere statement | 


of the reasons for the failure of the committee, the | 


i} 


i} 


i} 
! 
' 
| 


i} 
} 
Ne |) 


' 


' gentleman from Ohio suggests; it is not to be 





} 


| 


decision of the Chair. 
Mr.SCHENCK. And theappea) is debatable? 
The SPEAKER. It is debatable, 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. 


I wish to 


|| make a single statement upon the point of order— 


notan argument. The rule requires that reports 
for business shall be in writing; adverse reports, I 
know, are very frequently made, not in writing, 
but by the mere statement of the member ma- 


| king the report that the committee has acted 
_ unfavorably upon the question. 


In case of busi- 
ness reports there is manifest propriety that they 
should be redaced to writing; but this state- 


' ment of the reasons why the committee bas not 


reported in such a time is a very different thing 
from a business report. It is a mere statement 
exculpatory of apparent neglect of the committee, 
called for by a rule of the House for the informa- 
tion of members, and not to be made the basis of 
any motion. It cannot be laid on the table, as the 


considered, it is not to be reversed; it is a mere 
statement for the information of the House and 
the country; and, therefore, from the very nature 
of the case, I should think a verbal staf>ment ntust 
be the proper way in which this report shouk! be 


made. 

Mr. VAN DYKE. I move that the appeal be 
laid on the table. 

Mr. SILVESTER. I move that the House re- 
solve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 





saniaot the Union, for the further considerntion of 
the California bill. 

Ms. BAYLY.. L hope, wot, k have a parcel of 
bills which. | am. ready, to report, — 

Mr. DANIEL... ft anna it will, be in. order, to 
renew the motion which | made to ge into Com- 
mie of the Whole, House to ke up the private 
calendar? 


The SPEAKER. That motion. will be in or- 


t. 

Mr. DANIEL, 1 make that. motion. 

The question being firston Mr. Daniex’s motion, 
the yeas. and nays were asked and refused, 

And the question, was taken and decided in. the 
negative, 

Mr. BRIGGS. The morning, hour having, ex- 
pired, | move that the House, proceed to business 
on the Speaker’s table. 

The SPEAKER. A motion to go into, Com- 
mitiee of the. Whole on the state of the Union, is 
pending, which has precedence of the, motion to 
take up the business, on the Speaker’s table; that 
motion, being rejected, the motion of the gentleman 
will be in order. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, was un- 
derstood to ask leave.to make a report from the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Objection was made, 

‘The pending question heing.on the motion to.go 
into’ Committee of the Whole on the atate of the 
Union, 

Mr. W.HLITB. asked if the Committee of Ways 
and Means wished to report? 

Mr. BAYLY. I have three very important 
billa to repart, 

The SPKAKER. propounded the question on 
the motion of Mr. Sinyesren. 

Mr. WENTWORTH asked the yeas and nays; 
which, were refused. 

The question was taken and decided in the 
negative, 

Se. the. House. refused to.go into Committee of. 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The SPBAKER announced that the question 
recurred on the motion of the gentleman from New 
Jersey, [Mr. Van Dyxe,)} to lay on the table the 
anpeal of the gentleman from Mississippi, (Mr. 
Tuompson. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Miasissippi. In aceord- 
ance with the wishes of some of my friends around 
me, | withdraw. the appeal. 

Reports still being in order— 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATIONS. 


. Mr. BAYLY, from the Committee of Ways 
~ and Means, reported a bill making appropriation 
out of the revenues of the Post Offi e Department 
for its service for the fiscal year ending the 30:h of 
June, 185). 

He moved thatthe bill be referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
made the order. of the day for to-morrow, and 
printed. . 

He said he believed the mation to print was de- 
hatable, and inquired of the Speaker, if this was 
the case ? 

The SPEAKER replied, that the question onthe 
motion te print in this.case must be confined within 
very. narrow limits, viz., the propriety of printing 
this bill. The rule of the House was.express that 
ell proceedings touching appropriations of money 
should be first considered in Committee of the 
Whole on. the state of the Union. 

The. bill was, then referred and ordered to be 
prined. 

INDIAN APPROPRIATIONS. 


Mr. BAYLY, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill making appropriation for the current 
and contingent ses of the Indian Department, 
and for the fulfitiment of treaty stipulations with 
the Indian tribes, for the year ending the 30ch 
June, 1851; which, being read a first and second 
time by its title, was referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered 
to be printed. : 

DEFICIENCIES FOR JUDICIARY. 

Mr, BAYLY, from the. same committee, re- 
ported a bill appropriating $50,000 to supply defi- 
ciencies in the appropriation for the judicial ex- 
pensea of Government for the fiscal year ending 
3 ut: June, 1851; which was read a first and second 
time by its uve, with a view to commitment. 

in reporting this bill, Mr. B, desired to say to 


- 


eanmubdibnaiuaeanentnncoaen ete ae 


the House, as he could now do it in order, for its 
understanding of a motion which. be. should im- 
mediately make, that he was informed by the Sec- | 
retary of the Interigr, in a letter received. yester-., 
day, that unless this appropriation were made. at 
once, the mostselious embarrassment would occur 
to the country. There was a deficiency in.theap 
propriations for defray ing the expenses of the Judi- 
ciary, Deparument, of the country; marshals were | 
here now whose accounts could not be settled be- 
cause, of the want of funds. And he was told that || 
there was great danger that the United, States || 
courts, would not be able to be held in the several | 
States unless this bill were passed. Lt was a short. | 
bill; it contained the, precise item which he bad 
moved to.the deficiency, bill when | it, was, before | 
the. House, and which. was ruled out.of order, | 

He made this statement because, as soon.as this | 
bill was read and referred to the Committee of the | 
Whole on, the state of the Union, he should ask 
the House to resolve itself into committee to take | 
up this bill, He should. make such a statement 
as, he thought, would satisiy the House and. the 
country, that it ought to. be passed in ten minutes. 

The bill was, read through. 

The bill was, referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on. the state of the Union and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. BAYLY moved that the House resolve it- | 
self. into Commitiee of the Whole on the state of | 
the Union, with the view of taking up the bill, the 
cbagacter of which he had just, explained, 

Mr. VINTON. L.beg leave to say.) hope: the 
mouon will prevail. , 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state.to: the | 
House.that the motion to go into, Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union is clearly in 
order. kt will be for the committee to determine 
what question they will take up. 

The question was put on the motion of Mr. | 
Barty, and agreed to. | 

So. the House resolved itself into Committee. of | 
the Whole on the-state of the Union, (Mr. Boyp, | 
in the:chair.) 

Mr. BAY¥YLY. I move that the committee take 
up the bill to supply deficiencies in the appropria- | 
tions for the Jadiciary Department. 

Mr. JONES. rise to a question of! order: I 
ask the Chair to decide whether the motion of the 
gentleman from: Virginia is.in order or not. -If 1 
understand the rule, it provides that the business | 
iw Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union shalt be taken up in the order in which it 
stands on the calendar. | 





Mr. BAYLY. ‘The general appropriation bills | 
have precedence. 

Mr. JONES replied that this was notone of the | 
general appropriation bills which came within the 
provisions of that rule. The deficiency billb was 
one unknown to the rule, and not provided for by 
the rule, 

Mr. THOMPSON; of Mississippi, ealled for 
the reading of the rule regulating the order of 
business in committee. 

It was read; as follows: 


«Tn Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, | 
the bills shall be taken up and disposed of »n their order on 
the calendar; but when objection is made to the considera- 
tien of.a bill, a majority of the committee shall decide 
without debate, whether it shall he taken up. and. disposed 
of, or laid aside: provided, that generel appropriation bills, 
and, in time of war, bills for raising men or money, and bills 
concerning @ treaty of peace, shall be. preferred .w all 
other bills at the disereuon of the committee—and, when 
demanded by any member, the question shall first be put in 
regard to them.’’ 


The CHAIRMAN decided the motion.to,be im 
order, and suggested that, fer the. purpose. of, 
reaching this bill, the proper motion of the.gen- 
tléman from Virginia would be, to lay aside the 
California bill with the view of following up- that 





motion by a motion to take up this bill, 


Mr. JONES, | .submit this question of order: 


whether the California message. is not. the very || 


first business, and whether the committee are: not 
acting upon that underan order of the House, that 
they shall to vote upon such amendmenis 
as.are- and shall be offered, and shall re- 
port them to the House? and can this committee 
dispense with that.order of the House in order 
get at this bill? 
The CHAIRMAN aaid, the same. order» had 
heen passed by the House with reference to the 
Oregon land bill, and yet that bill remained undis- 
posed of in committee and. superseded. by, other 
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matter. The Chair had no difficulty in deciding 
that it was in order to move to lay aside the Caj,. 
fornia bill. 

Mr. BAYLY. Thats the motion I make. 

Mr. JONES. Then the Chair decides, as | yn. 
derstand, that the committee ean act in violation 
of the order of the House? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides. tha: 
they can lay aside this bill and take up another, if 
they see fit. : 

Some further conversation took place on the 
point of order. ' 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, submitted that 
the resolution adopted. by the House was a per- 
emptory order directing the committee to vote on 
the various propositions on the California ques. 
tion. If a similar order had been made directing 
the Committee of Ways and Means, or any other 
committee: of the Flouse, to doa certain thiny 
could that committee disregard. the order of the 
House? , 

The CHAIRMAN said, the Chair would ogain 
state that there was precisely such an order in the 
case of the Oregon land bill. 

Mr. PRESTON. KING suggested that the cases 
were not parallel. TheOregon land: bill had been 
made a special order for a certain time, and before 
the: bill was disposed of, the time allotted to it asa 
special order expired. 

Mr. GREEN suggested that if there was no 
special order, it was competent for the committee 
to take up any business it chose. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, submited. that 
there was no instance in which, when an order of 
this kind had been paased by the commiitee, the 
House had, proceeded to. other business before the 
bill had been disposed of: 

Some conversation followed between Mr, Sre- 


|| PHENS and the Chair, of which but little was heard 


by, the reporter. 

Mr. JONES restated his point of order. 

Mr. VINTON inquired whether the California 
bill had. been made a special order by any other 
vote than that which closed thedebate at a certain 
time? 

The CHAIR replied.in the negative. 

Mr. VINTON, contended, then, (tie said,) that 
there was no special order. 

Mr. JONES said, that under the ennstruction 
which he inferred-the gentleman from Onio [Mr. 
Vinron} put upon:the bill, it would be in order for 
any member when the House again went. into 
commaittee, to move at-any time that he thought 
proper, to take up other busioess. 

Mr. INGE inquired what the decision of the 
Chair was? 

The CHAIRMAN stated it. 

Mr. INGE: believed, he said, the appeal was not 
debatable. 

The CHAIRMAN said:it was not debatable. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of: Missiasippi. | desire to 


ask one question as to the uniform practice— 


Objections and cries to order. 

Mr. ASHE moved that the committee rise. 

The motion was rejected. 

The question then recurred on the appeal. 

The CHAIR stated the question: The Chair 
had decided thatthe Galifornia! message and bill 
were first inorder before the, commuitee. The 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr: Bayiy}] moved to 
lay them aside in ‘to take-wpia bill, which the 
Chair decided came within the spirit and meaning 
of the rule giving precedence to general approprie- 
tion bills. From this decision the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. Sternens] bad led, upon the 
ground that, underthe order of the House, the com- 
mittee must; complete the business now before It. 

The question, ‘* Shall the decision of the Chet 
stand as the judgment of the committee?” was 
ynom and decided: in the affirmative, without 4 

ivision, 

So the decision of the Chair was affirmed. 

The question: then recurred’ om the motion of 
Mri Bayuy, andy having: been decided in the 
affirmative— 


The California message.and bill were laid aside. 
Mr. BAYLY: moved that the deficiency. bill be 


ZR inquired what was the next bu- 
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The CHAIRMAN. The motions to proceed | 
to the consideration of one of the appropriation 
oe conversation followed between Messrs. 
poTPER and the CHAIRMAN. 

Mr. JONES submitted that this was not a gen- 
era! appropriation bill, buta specint bilt in adii- 
tion to the general appropriation bill which had 
heretofore passed, and that, therefore, it did not 
come within the rule, ie ; 

The CHAIRMAN. As it isa bill to pay sala- 
ries of persons whose pay isreguiated by law, the 
Chair decides that it comes within the meaning 

irit of the rule. $ 

Mr. JONES said, we have passed an appropri- 
ation bill to these sums. if 

The question was then taken om the motion of 
Mr. Barty and was decided in the affirmative 
without a division. | 

So the committee proceeded to the consideration. | 
of the bill co supply deficiencies in appropriations 
for the service of the eurrent fiscal year. 

A debate followed, in which Messrs. BAYLY, 
SCHENCK, JONES, and: GREEN participated, 
and which wall be found in: the Appendix. 

Mr JONES movedto-amend the bill by striking: || 
out $50,000, and inserting $l. 

A further debate ensued, which will be published | 
with the foregoing. : 

The question was taken, and’ the motion of Mr. | 
Jones was rejected. 

Mr. ASH & moved to insert $30,000 instead of 
the amount mentioned in the bill. 

He said $30,000 was the only actual deficiency; | 
for the rest the Secretary of the Interior had drawn | 
on his imagination, or hs-prophete powers. He | 
(Mr. JA.) objected to this helter-skelter mode of | 
appropriation, because it appeared to him that if | 
they were going to vote away the public money 
in this way, without ever having the bills printed, + 
they might as well at once erase the rule which re- | 
quired all appropriation: bills to be referred to: the | 
Committee of the W hole on the stateof the Union. 
What was the object of that rule? It was that 
they might know what they were voting upon. 
His frend from Virginia said the Judiciary wanted 
the money, but it was admitted apart of it was | 
not for deficiency but for prospective wants. He 
(Mr. A.) could net and would not vote forsuch | 
appropriations, however desirous he might be of | 
extending every facility to the operations of this’ 
Government. 

Mr. BAYLY wished to be allowed to say one 
word in reply to his:friend from North Carolina. 
The actual defieit' now ascertained by the accounts 
that had come in wax $30,000; butall the moneys 
being paid out, and:the Secretary of the’ Interior | 
knowmg positively that other aceouts would: come | 
in, had suggested the sum proposed. 

In reference to the remark of the gentleman that 
they were mo haphazard, a round sum, in the 
dari, We, (Mr. Bi) would only say that in regard 
to objects of thatcharacter, it was: of very little 
consequence what amount of appropriations was: 
voted, because no account could be passed: unless: 
it were authorized by law, unless it was a debt 
which the Government was bound to meet— 
and therefore if they were to vote $500,000, paya- 
bie for these objects there would be no danger. 

Mr. VINTON made a remark, which was: lost 
to the reporters: 

Mr. ASHE repeated, after what he had heard 
from the chairman, that this’ amendment was not 
to supply actual deficiences, bat in anticipation of 
deficiencies; it was a sum, as’ had been stated by 
the gentleman from Ohio, which was-to be subject 
to the certificates’ of the judges of the Federal 
courts, He repeated that this was voting away 
the public helter, skelter, biind-folded: for 
one, he could not agree to it. 

Cries of ** Question, question. ’”] 
eos, amendment, by ayes 31, noes 118; waa re- 

The committee then rose and reported: the bill: 
to the House without amendment. 
ana the question being om the engrossment of 

‘bil, asia Somaihe 

Mr. BAYLY demanded the previous question. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, moved that: 
when the House adjourns, it adjourn to meet on 
Monday next; but withdrew the motion: 

“a ‘ © ; 
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} ask. for the 


The bill was ordered 'to a third reading. 

And, ing been read a third time——~ 

Mr. BAYLY demanded the previous question— 
there was a second, and the main question was | 





ordered. 


Mr. ASHE asked the yeas and nays, which | 
were refused. 
Mr. JONES moved that the bill be laid upon 





thetable. Rejected 


Mr. ORR moved that the House adjourn. 

The House refused to adjourn. 

The bill was then read a third time and passed. 

Mr. BAYLY moved a reconsideration of the 
vote, and that that motion be laid upon the table. 

Ordered accordingly. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississij»pi, moved that | 
when the House adjourns, it adjourn to meet on 


Monday next; but withdrew the motion. ! 
Mr. KAUFMAN renewed it. | the consideration of other questions. 


The House refused'to adjourn to Monday: 
And the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &e. - 
The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 





presented under the rule, and referred to the ap- | 


propriate com miltees: | 


By Mr. GILMORE: The’ petition of citizens of Clarion 
county, Pennsylvania, praying for an alterationin the tariff 
! 


aws of L | 


Also, the petition of citizens of Butler county, Pennsy!- 





great portion of the iron mawufecturers of the 
country. I believe that with them it is a qrestion 
of life and death; and, unless some relief be ef- 
fected during this session of Congress, they will 
be enuirely prostrated. It isa notorious fact that 
millions of American capital have been sacrificed , 
and thousands of American lavorers have vee 
thrown out of employment, under the operation 
of our present injudicious and unequal tariff pol- 
icy. All admit that something should be done to 
eremove the evil. The Executive has done hig 
duty in calling the attenuon of Congress to this 
great national question; and I hope that there is a 
majority in Congress willing to grant the relief 
asked for by tlie péople. Bur, sir, it has so turned 
out, in the course Of our legislative proceedings, 
that a certain other question has so taken pos- 
session of both houses of Congress a8 to exclude 
A Kind of 
political monomania has come upon vs; and fer 
six months we have been engaged im this all-aty- 








| sorbing subject of controversy, and laboring upon 


| & single question to the exclusion of all athery. 

It hus: been announced on high authority thir 
| nothing can be done for the relief of the capital and 

labor employed in manufactures until the meais- 
ure called the ‘*compromise bill” shail be dreposed 
i}of. If this be soy! tke the hberty on thik’ dew 
| sion to appeal to the distinguished anu’ leading 





j . . 
vania, praying for a donation of Iaad to the officers and || members of the Senate, who have this measure 


soldiers of the war of T1812, 


Also, the petitinnof citizens of Lawrence county; Pewn- || nation. 
sylvania, praying for a denation of land to the officers and 


soldiers of the war of 1812 
BV Mr. HOLLADAY : The memorfal of citizens of Fred- 


ericksburg, Virginia, in relation to the rank of medical | 


officers in the navy of the United States. 


Also, the petition of the heirs of James Hacklcy, praying | 


for comroutation 


ways 
By Myr. BROWN, of Mississippi: The’petition of Thomas | 


C. Bvaie, praying for an adjustinent of certain land utes in 
the State of Missiesippi. 

By Mr. PARKER: The petition of 84 citizens of Virginia, 
praying Congress to abolish the military system now. in force 


charge of civil superintendents. 
By Mr. SIBLRY:: The petition of Samuel Chase Barney, 


and Mary. E., his, wife, for a change of Cireuit Court of the | 


District of Columbia, or a change of'venae to Baltimore. 
By Mr. HAMILTON: The petition of David Baurhaagh 
and. others, citizens: of Washingten county, Maryland, 


| 

| 

| 

at the national armories, and to place the sauwre under the | 
| 

i 

| 

| 

{ 


against We renewal or exten-iou by Congress of the patent | 


of Anstin and Zebulon Parker for “vertical reaction 
wheels.” 

By Mr. PUTNAM: The petition of Moses Taggart and 
others, aitorneys at law. in: the county of Genesee, New 


|} York, for a new judicial district in western New York. 


By Mr. FOWLER: The petition of Ratiert C. Larned 


and 30 other minis rs of the Guspel, in Windtiam county, | 


Connecticut, praying for a réduetion of postage and the 
abolition of the franking privilege. 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay,. June 14, 1850. 
Mr. MILLER. Lbave been requested to pre- 


seni a petuion from New Jersey, in relation to the 
tariff law-of 1846. This petition comes from citi- 
zens of Morris county, in that portion of the State 
of New Jersey which contains some of the richest 
iron ores to be found: inthe country, and it is 
signed by persons. who have for years been en- 


gaged in the manufaeture of those ores into iron. | 


[| am acquainted with mest of the petitioners, and 
entertain no doubt whatever of the wuth of their 
representations. They state in their petition that 
by. the most severe as well as the most true of all 
lessens, that of experience, they have found the 
operation of the revenue law of 1846 most disas- 
trous.to their industrial pursuits, that the system 


of ad valorem duties, has. proved fatal to all those | 


pursuits in this country. in which labor constitutes 
the major past-of the cost.of the product. They 
ion of specific duties upon ail 
these articles which come in competition with 
American products, of an amount equal at least to 
the ad. valorem duties, which would have been cel- 
lected under the present law, if foreign manufac- 
tures were at the same price which prevailed when 
this law was passed, : 

This petition was’ accompagiad by a shert but 
pithy note, from one of our le citt- 
zens, also one of our most intelligent and skilful 
manufecturers in ison, | will read it to the Senate: 






«Daan ins) oan aoe a Mie nid 
£aR SIR: a jon res i tari 

with but faint bo patrons, We art ak ‘sing gate 
and if this help us, we shelf be recovery. 


“ Hon. J. W. Manner.” 


_ ‘Phis is rather'a melancholy note; but it is nev- 
ertheless a true representation of the situation of a 


|| under their control, to bring it to a apeedy termi- 

The measures included in this bil) have 
had their full share of public time. There aie 
other measures demanding our hnmediate atten- 
tion; there are other subjects of inquiry demanding 
our attention, besides Uroee relating to our Mex- 
|| ican territory. in my opinion, sr, the people of 
} this country have svffered more,-have susiained 
greater losses during the last six monthe,; by rea- 


son of our omission to amend the tat of 1846, 
than the people of New Mexieo and Utah wii 
suffer for five years for tire want of a territorial 
| government, Saeodiens hope that we may, in 
the course of a few days, be able'to pat ourselves 
| in & position so that we can’ proceed to-the consid- 
| eration of the great subject mentioned in this pe+ 


tilion. 

The petition was referred’ to the Committee on 
| Finance. 
|| Mr: CLAY. | have received and beet reqivested 
|| to present to the Senate, three petitions: one from 
Clarion county, Pennsylvania, and the other two 
from the city of Pitsvurg, signed by a consider- 
able number of persons, all complaining of the 
| operation of the revenue or tariff law of 1846, aiid 
| depicting, in very strong and touching colors, the 
|| scenes of distresa whieh that taridf, they think, 
|| inflicts upon the great industrial pursuns'of the 

people of Pennsytvama, and especially upon those 
staple interests'which are so well know? to the 
|| whole country. ‘They implore Congress, in lane 
|] guage of'a strong and interesting character, to take 
|| up the subject of the tanfl, and afford them some 
\} relief by a modsfication of the tarff of 1846, Hs 
pecially on the point of a conversion of ad vulortm 
|| duties into specifie duties, 1 move that the peti- 
|| tions be referred to the Commitee on Finance, 
| Mr. HALE. - lwould like to inquire if these 
| petitions were not printed? because we were a- 

monished that printed petitions sent arownd the 
country did not-amount to mach. 

Me. CLAY. They are printed, 

‘The motion to refer was agreed to. 

Mr. YULEE submitted a communication, ad- 
dressed to him by A. D. Bache, superintendent of 
the ‘coast survey, recomimending the erection of a 


|) tHe | 
= on Séa Horse Key, on the coast of 








| 


i 


lorida; which was referred to the Cormmittée 6n 
Commerce. 

Mr. CASS’ presented a petition of citizens of 
Wayne county, Ohio, asking a grant of a quarter- 
section of land to each actual settler; which was 
referred té the Committee on Public Lands. 

On motion by Mr. RUSK, 

Ordered, That Robert Piatt have leave to withdraw his 
petition and papers, 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BELL, from the Committee on Commerce, 
to whieh was referred the memorial of the Cham- 
ber of Commerce of Savannah, urging the’ re- 
moval of obstructions from the Savannah river, 
reported a bill to provide for the removal of ob. 
structions in the river Savannah, in the S:ate-of 
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Georgia, and for the improvement of the same; 
which was read and ordered to a second reading. 


RESOLUTION. 


Mr. KING submitted the following resolution, 
which lies over one day under the rule: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State is hereby authorized 
and directed to supply the State of Alabama with such vol- 
uines of the laws of tne United States, and other public docu- 
1wents, aa Were destroyed by the burning of the capitol of that 
diate. 

HOUR OF MEETING. 


_ Mr. CLEMENS submitted the following, which 
lies over ander the rule: 


Resolved, That the regular hour for the meeting of the | 


Senate hereafter shall be 10 o’clock a. m. of each day. 
RECESS. 
Mr. YULEE. 


motion: 


** Orderel, That when the Senate adjourns on Monday || 
next, it will adjoura to mvet again on the Thursday follow- | 
|| think this is a 
{ will state my purpose in offering this resolu- | 
We have now reached a period of the ses- | 
sion much, beyond the time when it is usual for | 


tog.’’ 
tion. 
the Senate to adjourn a short time, to afford an 


opportunity for cleaning up the hall, that it may be 
prepared for summer use. It must be obvious to 


every one that this session is likely to be protracted | 
to a jate day in the approaching summer, and that | 
our comfort here requires a change of carpets and | 


a cleaning up of the hall. 
Mr, FOOTE, | do not wish to do anything 


motion is in order? 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair is in- |, 


formed that it has been usual to receive motions of 
thia kind jf no, objection is made. 

Mr. CLAY, I object. 

Mr, YULEE. _I rise to a point of order. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The point of order 
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|| manner. 
|| present carpet as we can be by the proposed 
I wish to submit the following | 


object of adjournment in view. A most import- 
ant purpose that is; a purpose that I em disposed 
to condemn, which the people of the United 

will: condemn, and which, if carried out, will 
cause a great waste of time in the consideration 
of the important question now pending, involving 
a violation of duty and a discreditable refusal .to 
perform our high duty. A more distinct and clear 
purpose I cannot imagine to exist; and it is sucha 
purpose as, if we undertake to accomplish it, will 
disgrace us in the eyes of the people of the country. 


|| This is notan order; it is a resolution having a 
| purpose beyond it. 
| pet is taken up or not?, This matter was con- 


Who cares whether this car- 


sidered the other day, and treated in a proper 
We are just as comfortable with the 


change. 

Mr. YULEE. The gentleman is not in order 
in discussing this matter now. 

Mr. FOOTE. I am not discussing it, but I 
urpose 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair thinks 
that a motion of this kind comes within the rule. 
The Chair cannot conceive that the bare fact of 


| introducing a resolution under the name of an 
order makes any difference. We order, things to 
| be done by our inferiors, and not things to be 


done by ourselves. Therefore the Chair decides 
that this comes under the rule. 
Mr. YULEE. May I suggest that this may be 


|| considered an order to the Vice Presi=sT that he 


| 


| 
i} 
| 


i 


| 
| 


is, whether this motion comes within the rule that | 


prohibite the consideration of a resolution without 
lying over one day. 

_ Mr. YOLEE. It is not presented as a resolu- 
tion, but as an order of the Senate. The purpose 


to adjournment on Monday. 
@ command, 


read a part of the 26th rule. 
vision for certain other resolutions, it says: 


for consideration,” 


The simple question is, whether this be a reso- | 


tion within the rule? 

Mr. YULEE.. 1 agree it is not in fact so. 
ig not presented as a resolution, 
examine the paper which | have presented, he will 
fiad it proposes to ‘ order,’’ and is not presented 
as a resolution, 
standing, there is a wide difference between an 


order and a resolution, and, though tha: difference | 
does not appear, it exists in this case, | think. | 


‘The rules contemplete immediate action upon an 
order. 


ip a legisiative proceeding: In placing upon legis- 
lative record, opinions, purposes, facts, and prin- 
ciples, a resolution or law is necessary; but when 


the House designs to command, it is done by what | 


in parliamentary language is called ‘ an order.”’ 
lit does seem to me, that it is an essential thing that 
this body should have it in its power to act imme- 
diately upon any “order,” for the reason that these 
*torders ” relate to its own convenience, and the 
convenient transaction of business. 
why such a motion as this should be regarded as 
an *‘order,’’ and why it requires immediate action. 
I am informed by the Secretary of the Senate that 
the time required to execute the change in our Hall, 
to fit it for the summer session, may be shortened 
by having a few days previous notice given to him; 
and thus some two or three days of the session 
may be saved by our immediate action. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is, 
whether it is in order to consider it at this time? 

Me, YULEE. | was showing that this should 
be regarded as an order desi to promote the 
dispatch of business, 
_ Mr. FOOTE. . The 
is directly. against it. 


gentleman's own authority 
s this a command? Not 
avail. [tis areaolution, having the purpose and 


It | 
If the Chair will | 


Now, in a parliamentary under- | 


You will find, by reference to the rules, || 
that when the House commands, that command is | 
to be treated as anorder. There is this distinction | 


L will show | 


| his motion till the Senate is more full. 
| will be liberal towards us. 


j ' v || shall announce an adjournment? 
discourteous, but I rise to inquire whether this | 


Mr. FOOTE, 
spectful to him. 

Mr. HALE. Is there an appeal taken from 
the decision of the Chair? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. There is not. 

Mr. HALE. I move, then, that when the 
Senate adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Monday 


If so, it would be very disre- 


|| next. 


Mr. FOOTE. [ hope the Senator will withdraw 
1 hope he 
This is an exceeding- 
ly important matter, and it is desirable that the 


but ’ || Senate should sit to-morrow to get this bill forward 
is to indicate what will be the will of the Senate as || 


it isin the nature of || 


if possible, so that we may have a vote upon it. 
Mr. CLEMENS. Perhaps it may take a long- 


‘| er time than to-morrow to finish the discussion 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will | 


After making pro- || 


upon it, There are three or four of us who would 
like to have something more to say, before the 


|| vote is taken. 
“ And all other resolutions shall lie on the table one day || 








| 


| 


| this bill. 


Mr, FOOTE, However that may be, I hope 
we shall not adjourn over. 

Mr. CLAY. I hope we shall not adjourn till 
we get through with this bill, either to take upa 
carpet, or for any other reason. I believe, if the 
Senator from New Hampshire will waive his mo- 
tion, we can get through all the amendments, and 


‘all that are likely to be proposed, and get at the 


question of a third reading by Monday. At all 
events, we shall get through some of the amend- 
ments, and make some progress. I do not pro- 
pose—I have too much respect for the Senate and 
myself—to impute motives to any one; still it is a 
fact, whatever may be the purpose, that ail these 
motions come from Senators who do not view this 
bill as the majority of the Senate view it. Stull 
those persons charge this bill with having caused 
the delay of the business of the body. Every 
motion of this kind, so far as | remember, has 
come from those who were opposed to the bill. 
thope we shall not adjourn. Sir, if there is'a 
man in Congress, and especially in the Senate, 
who wants rest and repose, it 1s the one who hap- 
pens, I believe, to be the oldest member of this 
body; and yet | would work on this carpet, or on 
any other carpet, to accomplish the completion of 
Washington surrendered his sword in 
an uncarpeted room, and yet we must adjourn 
three days, when the whole country is in a crisis, 
to take up a carpet which I would prefer to the 
one which it is proposed to substitute for it. “f 
hope we shall not adjourn till we get through this 
bill, and then, if ers desire it, [ will be one 
of the first to it; and then the carpet can 


be ne if it is desired. 

Mr. HALE. I do not know by what right it 
is that the Senator from Kentucky is constantly 
assuming that the friends of- this measure, the 


compromise bill, are in a majority here in the. 


Senate; particularly, when in consequence of the 
opposition of gentlemen on the other side, it was 
barely saved by the skin of its teeth from being 
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laid on the table, and when it is dragging o 
sickly existence by their forbearance. moat 
18 Not a motion to adjourn to take up the carpets, 
but oné which I was induced to make in conse. 
quence of a suggestion coming from one of the 
greatest friends of this compromise bill. [| allude 
to the editor of the Union, in whose paper | fing 
an article relating to this compromise bill, anda 
suggestion that we should adjourn over Saturia 
and the Sabbath to give Senators an opportuni, 
to pray over the measure! The editor unseen, 
that if such a course as that is adopted, we ma 
come together better prepared for the great duties 
before us. It was in obedience to that 8uggestion 
that I moved that we should adjourn over Satyr. 
day and Sunday. This is according to genera) 
usage, although we did sit on the Jast Saturday 
because this. same promise was then made, and 
we had the assurance that we could, by doing so 
get through with this bill. x 
Mr. YULEE. || will makea remark or two upon 
this subject, with the permission of the Senate. | 
desire to say to the honorable Senator from Ken- 
tuecky, [Mr. Cray,] that although I stand in op. 
position to this bill, the purpose which | have in 
view in desiring and in moving, conformably with 
that desire, for an adjournment, has not any imme. 
diate connection with my opposition to the bill, 
If L entertained the opinion which the honorable 
Senator from Kentucky entertains, that this bill 
can be disposed of in the short time that he men- 
tions, I shouid have no hesitation in concurring 
with him that we should continue. our sessions, 
and proceed to vote on the amendments until the 
bill is so far perfected as to be reported back to 
the Senate. But I know that the Senator is ep- 
tirely deceived in the expectation in. which he 
indulges as to such a speedy disposition of this 
bill Sir, if this bill ia disposed of in a month 
hence, it will have done well, according to my cal- 
culations. The Senator may know what he pro- 
poses in respect to it; he may know what he de- 
sires in respect to it; he may have accomplished 
all that he desires in respect to it, but he cannot 
know what are the desires and intentions of others 
in respect to it; and I tell him now. that there are 
many amendments yet to be proposed, amend- 
ments which will elicit much discussion, before it 
can be put into a shape in which the question can 
be taken upon its merits; amd when the question 
does come up upon the merits éf the whole bill, it 
is not in one day, or in two days, or in one week, 
or in two weeks, that. we are to reach a final vote 
upon it. I know that there are many gentlemen 
on this floor who will feel.obliged by their duty wo 
themselves as well as to their constituents to treat 
at large this bill before they give their vote one 
way or the cther. Every gentleman acquainted 
with the mode in which discussion has been and is 
conducted upon this floor, must know that discus- 
sion on so jarge a bill as this, discussion in which 
every new speech, every new argument, every new 
set of views presented to the Senate, will present the 
oceasion of still more and larger speeches and dis- 
cussion: I say that there is no gentleman ec- 
quainted with the ordinary course of discussion on 
ordinary measures who can expect a final decision 
on this bill in less than two or three weeks afler 
the bill has been placed in this perfect shape. 
Now, sir, believing this to be the case—and [ am 
not alone in this opinion—I see no reason why the 
Senate should depart from its usual course no rea- 
son why we should pee our health, and subject 
ourselves to discomfort, to drive this bill through. 
Sir, i nave suffered considerably for the last two 
or three days. It has become necessary that the 
Chamber should be cleaned after a close session of 
more than six months, The condition of the Hall 
for the sake of health renders it imparatively neces: 
sary that the carpets should. be taken up, and the 
accumulations of the winter and spring removed, 
if nothing more is done, We have never, | be- 
lieve, in any om session, reached so late a period 
in the season re without having this duty per- 
formed. At the last long session an adjournment 
took place on the 20th of May, upon motion of the 
Senator from Tennessee, identical with that which 
I have presented, and it was acted upon immedi- 
ately. In that case the motion was made on 
Thu , and it has always been customary,” 
anticipation, to. make an order of this kind. 
Now, | am. confident that this bill cannot be dis- 
posed of,ina month to come; may say that 
know that it cannot be disposed of in two or thre@ 
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weeks to come; and. I can really see no reason 
why there should be an attempt to drive the Sen- 
sein this matter. For my part | do not believe | 
the country is in any more of a crisis to-day than | 
i, was six months ago; on the contrary, my opin- 
jon isy that with every protraction of this matter 
the probabilities of an adjustment are increased. 
[ see that in many of the northern States such res- | 
olutions of instracuon as have been sent to Sena- 
tors, indicating the course which their constituents 
wished them to pursue in relation to this question, 
have been withdrawn, so that some Senators are | 
now more at liberty to vote according to their own | 
opinions. This is one wee we will gain by 
a short adjournment. We will give the popular 
mind an opportunity to settle itself and its opin- 
ions; and it is more than proable that other Sena- | 
tors by that time may fee! themselves less tram- | 
melled by what they may consider previous in- | 
structions. 7 ; 
But further, sir, this short interval will perhaps | 
ive us an opportunity of knowing what is the | 
| 





disposition of the Htouse of Representatives in the 
matter, and that knowledge will most probably | 
facilitate the action of this body. Sir, it is better | 
that we should learn from the House of Repre- || 
sentatives what they can or will do in reference to 
this question, than that the House should learn from 
the Senate. The gentlemen in the other wing of 
the Capitol come directly from the people; they 
know what the mind and will of the popular mass 
is; and we ean ‘better learn from them what is | 
practicable in the present state of the popular || 
mind, and what can be done towards an adjust- 
ment of these questions, than we can by our own | 
opinions of the purposes and the temper of the | 
people. We shall certainly be lesing time on | 
these questions by going in advance of the House. | 
lt is much better, therefore, as it appears to me, || 
that one body or the other should proceed; and it || 
is much better that the House should proceed than | 
the Senate. Now, as it will be imperative upon || 
us to take ashort recess, as there is every pros- || 
pect of the session being an unusually protracted || 
one, | think we cannot do better. than to take it || 
now, and I shall therefore vote for the motion of | 
the Senator from New Hempshire, with the ex- || 
pectation and avowed purpose that on Monday || 
we shall continue the adjournment till Thursday, || 
so that the Secretary of the Senate may make ar- | 
rangements for the speedy fitting up of the Cham- || 
ber suitably to the season. 

Mr. CLAY. 1 am asked how |. know thata || 
majority are in favor of this measure: 1 do not |! 
know how the majority will be found on the final || 
passage of the bill; but all the questions hjtherto 
disposed of evince that there is a majority in favor || 
of the bill. But, whichever way the majority 
happens to be, we know full well which way the 
Senator will vote. We know he is opposed to 
the bill, The Senator from Florida asks how | 
know we can get through this bill ina week. I 
will now ask the Senator from Florida how he || 
knows we may not get through with this bill in || 
the course of the next week ? 

Mr. YULEE.. | know many members desire || 
to address the Senate, and feel bound to do so. 

Mr. CLAY. I-should suppose that six days— 
the period in which the universe was made—might || 
admit of a good many speeches being made. I 
do not know, but I will take the Senator at his 
word, that it will take a month to get through with 
it. Then there is so much more necessity not to 
give up a day, or three days, to be spent for the 
purpose of exchanging acarpet. Why, sir, | do || 
not know how it is, | cannot afford to have a great 
many carpets, and I hsvé been accustomed to a | 
woollen carpet throughout the whole year; and 
the only change I have made this year was-to pro- 
cure a softer one, and the effect has been that I 
took cold by the means. 


How can we go out to the country and the peo- 














ple—this anxious people—and excuse ourselves || bill to provide for the changing of the venue, in 


- leaving this bill in such a crisis? The Senator 
rom Florida talks about what was done ata former 
Session on the subject of a change in the Hall; but 
when before, in this country, was there ever a 
question of such deep and vital importance as the 
= before us at this moment? and yet the Senator 
calls on us, at the very crisis of this question, to 
a‘journ over, first to-morrow, and then from Mon- 
tin te ty of the mah week in. order, I 
repeat hange a carpet! Sir, | cannot, ac- 
cording to my sense of duty, vote for such a 


motion. 


|| ceeding. 


| Senate shall be ten o’clock each day. 
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The yeas and nays were accordingly ordered, 
Mr. BERRIEN, . 1 shall vote for the motion || 


for an adjournment till Monday. But | beg itto 
be understood that I do not do that because | am | 
not friendly to this bill. 
to see this bill put in such a form that I can vote | 
for.it; and I believe we shall be very much more 


I am sincerely desirous 


likely to accomplish the passage of the bill by 
deliberate than by hurried action. I thought it. 
necessary to say this to prevent the imputation of | 
any wrong motives to me. 

r. BUTLER, I think when we adjourn to- 
day, we ought to give an order to have the carpets | 
taken up in the mean time between this and Mon- 
day, and when we then meet again, the Chamber 
will be in order. 1 am anxious to see to what | 
complexion this bill will come at last; but I do | 


'| not see mach necessity for elaborate discussipn on || 


the amendments Which may come up while the | 
bill is before the Senate as in Committee of the 
Whole. 1 do not believe there is much instruction | 
in much speaking, although there may be wisdom 
in much counsel. When the bill comes up for its | 
final passage, I presume many gentlemen will | 
choose to put their views in such a responsible 
form that their constituents may judge of them, 
and in such a manner as is becoming a great crisis 
in this country. I shall probably have something 
to say myself, as | have pe intimated. | | 
shall not take up much of the time of the Senate. 
1 may ask-for an hour or so; and [ think, if we 
could come to some general agreement not to make || 
speeches more than an hour in length, we might 
get through the bill in a week. I should, how- 
ever, like to have the final vote upon it postponed 
until my colleague shall arrive, so that he may 
have an opportanity to vote upon it; but I shall 
ask no favor out of the ordinary mode of pro- 


The question on the motion to adjourn till Mon- 
day, when the Senate adjourns, was then taken, 
on which the vote was as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Berrien, Butier, Clarke, Clemens, 
Corwin, Greene, Hale, Hunter, Miller, Sebastian, Seward, 
Soulé, Turney, Upham, Wales, and Yulee—17, 

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Baldwin, Benton, Bright, 
Cass, Chase. Clay, Cooper, Dawson, Dickinson, Dodge of 
Wisconsin, Dodge of lowa, Downs, Foote, Hamlin, Houston, | 
Jones; King, Norris, Pratt, Rusk, Shields, Smith, Spruance, 
Sturgeon, Underwood, Walker, and Whitcomb—2s. 


So the motion was lost. 
EARLIER MEETING OF THE SENATE. 
Mr. CLEMENS then introduced the following 


resolution: 
Resolved, That the reguiar hour for the meeting of the 


The resolution was laid over.under the rule. 
JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS. 


ate to take up bill No, 2, which is entitled ** A bill | 
to authorize a change of venue in certain cases.’’ 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BUTLER. I believe that “ill has been | 
three times reported by the Judiciary Committee. | 
It applies only to civil causes, and for reasons | 

| 


| 
i 


which it is perhaps unnecessary to assign, | will 

not go into any extensive explanation. Since || 
Alexandria has been taken from the District of 
Columbia, the only proceedings of a judicial char- || 
acter that can be instituted in the District are those | 
which may arise in. the cities of Washington and | 


Georgetown. There are complaints made that, in || determined to be purchased from Texas. 


cases of a popular kind, parties cannot always have 


justice done them in this limited community; and jt does not alter the case. 


the bill proposes in civil cases, on application of 
one of the parties, sustained by sufficient affidavits, 
he may go to the chief justice, and by his leave | 
may go either into the of Maryland or Vir- | 
gina, by way of changing the venue. This is a 





such cases as those I have mentioned, from the 
District of Columbia to Maryland and Virginia, 
and here is the security (the affidavit of one of the 
parties) that such change shall not be made with- | 
out sufficient showing of cause to the chief justice, | 
and the giving of due notice to the opposite parties. | 
This bill seems to be called for by the general wish | 
of the community, and I believe that no evil what- | 
ever will arise from it. 

There being no amendment offered to the bill, it 
was reported back to the Senate, ordered to be en- 





| strike out. 


for this as well as other reasons which 


- || are most generally filled up. 
| Mr. WALKER. [ask theconsent of the Sen- || 


|| ject. 


i] crease it. 
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proposition. I call for the yeas and nays on the I grossed for a third reading, and was subsequently 
i || read a third time and passed. 


THE COMPROMISE BILL. 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the bill providing for the admission of Catifornix 


_ into the Union awa State, for establishing territorial 


governments for Utah and New Mexico, and 
making proposals to Texas for the settlement of 


| her northern and western boundaries, 


The VICE PRESIDENT stated the question 
pending to be on the motion to fill the blank in the 
39th section with *‘ one million dollars,"’ and that 
on that motion the yeas and nays had been ordered. 

Mr. CLAY. 1 wish only to say that I shall 
vote against the amendment, so as to leave the 


| blank as the committee proposed, to fill it up 


after the ascertainment of the extent of territory 
which may be proposed to be purchased frorn 
Texas. 


Mr. HALE. 


\ wish simply to inquire if, so for 


| as the action of the Senate is concerned, the bound- 
| ary of Texas is not already fixed? 


I understand 
that it is. Several amendments have been pru- 
posed and voted upon, and, so far as the action of 


|| the Senate is concerned, we have fixed the bound- 
} ary. 


The next thing is to know what we are to 
give for the territory, and itis very important to 
know that before we vote upon the question to 
If it were filled with one million, we 
might be willing to retain the section; but if filled 
with ten millions, we might be disposed to strike 
it out. | hope it will be stricken out, 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I hope the blank 
will be filled with some amount, and that those 
who have charge of the bill will declare what is 
proposed. I think it dueto those who are trading 


'in bonds that they should have some basize on 
| which to found their calculations 


It ia due path to 
the buyerand theseller. I think that in all fairness 


|| we should announce to the country what we are 


going todo. For myself | am opposed to paying 
anything for jurisdiction, because lam opposed 10 
any cession, for reasons which | have already 
given, and which I will not therefore repeat. 

Mr. CLAY. Iam very sorry to be compelled 
to repeat what [ have three times said. We do not 


| know the exact amount of territory which is is pro- 


posed to purchase from Texas. We know whatit is, 
according to the present expression of the opinion 
of the Senate, but the bill has to be reported back to 
the Senate, and it may be varied there, and the 


| amount of territory to be purchased made more or 


less than that now proposed, according to the !ast 
expression of the opinion of the Senate. The 
committee, therefore, thought it right to forbear, 
l have 
stated, to make any proposal to fill the blank sll 
the bill arrives at the period of its third reading, 
when, according to parliamentary usage, snake 
These were the 
reasons which governed the committee, and they 
cannot be enlarged on or refuted by prolonged 
discussion. 

Mr. CLEMENS. If the Senate should change 
the boundary they can change the amount also. 

Mr. KING, I have but one word to say. I 
do not wish to protract the discussion at ail; but, 
inasmuch as | shall vote against the proposuion, | 
think it due to myself to say a word on the sub- 
If the motion to fill the blank does not pre- 
vail, then it will be in the power of any Senator 
hereafter to offer to fill the blank with any sum, 
according to the quantity of jand which may be 
ell, 
if you fill the blank now with one or two millions, 
It will still be subject to 
the control of the majority of the Senate, and the 
gentlemen who are trying to fill the blank now 
should remember that it will be in the power of the 
Senate to alter the amount when the bill shali be 
reported to the Senate. They cannot, therefore, 
regulate their votes on the motion to strike out, 
whether the blank be filled with one sum or ano- 
ther; for, ifa large sum be put in the majority can 
| reduce it hereafter, and if a small sum they can in- 
Nothing, therefore, would be gained by 
filling up the blank now. I know nothing of the 
speculations—— 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I did not speak 
of them, though I dare say they may exist. 

Mr. KING. Men will speculate about every 
thing, and nine tenths of them ruin themselves by 
the experiment. I know nothing about that. 


' 





12% 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississi 
any particular knowledge at 
which are going, on, 
But if ey exist, I think it is our duty to declare, 
instead concealing, that on which the specula- 


| 


Mr. CLAY. Patso know the fact to be so. ; 
Mr. SHIELDS. This was done at my special 


tions exist, thereby throwing it into the hahds of | réqhest. 1 made application to the Senator from’ 


the more sharp and 
Now | think the amount proposed by the Senator 
from Alabama (Mr. Cremens] is probably about 
what will cover the other claims of 
arma, munitions of war, ships, &c., turned over to 
the United States. 1 have no means of making an 
accurate calculation of what is due on this account, 


exas for forts, | 


but, taking it for gramtéed that the Senator from | 


Alabama’ bus examined it, and that one million 


I shall vore to filbthe blank as proposed. 


The question was then taken on Mr. Coemens’s | 


amendment, which resulted as follows: 


Hale, Hanter, Peureé, Boulé, and Yulew—s. 
NAYS—Messts. Atchison, Badger, Batiwin, Bell. Ber- 

rien, B ight, Cass, Clay, Cooper, Dawson, Dickinson, Dodgé 

of Wisconsin, Dodge. of Iowa, Downs, Houston, Jones, 


Kiiig, Norris, Prati, Ru-K, Seward, Shields, Smith, Spru- || 


ance, Surgeon, Uiderwoo, Wales, Walker, Webster, and 
Whiteomb—30, 


The question then recurred on the motion te || 


strike out the 39th section. 
A lénethened debure ensued on the 
which Mr. KING, Mr. RUSK, Mr. 


nestion, in 


Mr. DAVIS of Massachusetts, and others, parti- || 


cipated, of which a report, will appear in the Ap- 
pendix. 


which relatés to Texas, It is very well known, sir, 
that lamin favor of making a liberal appropria- 


|| troversy, 


against the more eredulous. || Alabama to refrain from voting, in consequence of 


the ifinéss of my colleague. 

The vote was then annoufited to be as follows: 
YVEAS—Messrs. Baldwin, Benton, Butler, Chase, Clarke, 
Corwin, Davis of Missactiusetts, Davis of Mississippi, Day- 

| ton, Dodge of Wisetmein, Greene, Hale, Hamlin, Hunter, 


|| Mason, Miller, Seward, Smith, Soulé, Spruance, Turney, 
|| Upham, Wales, and Yulee—24, 


NAYS—Messts. Atehi-on, Badger, Rell, Berrien, Bright, 


|| Cased, Clay, Coéper, Dawson, Dickinson, Dodge of Towa, 
wilt cover the other items without the land, ard || 
being opposed to receiving any portion of the land, || 


Downs, Foote, Houston, Jones, Kirg, Morton, Norris, 
Pearce, Pratt, Rusk, Shields, Sturgeon, Underwood, Walk- 
er, Webster, and Whitcomb—27. 
So: the section. was not stricken out. . 
Mr. HALE moved to.amend the 30th section, 


|| which’ establishes the judicial power of the terri- 
¥EAS—Mesars. Betiton, Clemens, Davis of Mississippi, || 


tory, by striking out in line 38 the word “where,” 
and the 39th, 40th, and 4st lines to the word 
**and’’ in the 42d line, and insert: 

Tu all cases in which said Supreme Court of the United 
States would have jurisdiction if said cases liad arisen in 
| any of the United States.” 

The words to be stricKen out are the following: 


« Where the value of the property, or the amount in con- 
to be a-certained by the oath or affirmation of 





|| ether party, or other competent witness, shall exeeed 


ERRIEN, || 
Mr. HALE, Mr. DAYTON, Mr. WEBSTER, || 


| @1,000. 


| will read thus: 


*¢ Writs of error and appeals from the final decisions of 
said Supreme Court shall be alowed, and may be taken, to 


the Supreme Court of the United States, in the same man- 
Mr’ BENTON. Mr. President, the motion is | 
to strike out the thirty-ninth sé€ction of the bill, | 


tion to Texas, for the purchase of the country in | 


dispute between herand New Mexico, by which 


we should acquire that large and exterisive coun- || 


try, four degrees north of the boundary of Texas, | 
and one thousand miles along the Arkansas river. | 


1 am ready to vote for the measure in a separate 


bill, but combined with other measures, I cannot | 


vite for it!’ have struggled against the conjoin- || 


This seems to|| “fr. ; ( 
| objection to oceupying the morning hour with the 


ing of these different measures. 


be a sort of a bill of appropriations. I[t proposes 


a’ large sum of money, in which a vast number || 
{ do not speak of this |! 


of persona are interested. 
body atall, Itisa natural result. It will go to 
the payment, perhaps, of debts at par, which are 
worth bat afew cen's! It is a natural and a fair 


result that’ there shiould be a great interest in this | 


bill, for die stocks will probably rise from thirty 


or thirty-five cefts on the dollar to a hundred | 


cents on the dollar. There will thén be activity in 


dealing in these stocks, arid a great interest felt in | 


favor of this bill, which will make stocks now worth 
bat thirty cents on the dollar, worth one hundred 
cents on the dollar. 
of the bill. 


These ten millions of dollars, which it is under- \| 
stood are to be proposed to Texas, are brought to || 
rr of the bill, to which it | 

teredtesa kind of interest in || 
favor of the aa portions of the ‘bill, which || 
ought not to belong to it, atcording to the par- || : . 
ranbetay law: and whith ia rebaieiiit +e all || resolve itself into Committee of the Whole House 
principles of fair legislation, The principles’ of || 


bear upon other 
does not bélong. 


legislation proceed upon the ground that what is 
done niust bé fairly done. Here are tefi millions 
of ddliats brodght to bear upen three subjects in 
the bill which have no connection wiih the object 


for which the money is to be paid, and thus these || 


threes subjects are to be strengthened. It mixes 
these stitjects by joining them in one bill, so that 
tiiey shall sink or swim together. It is one of 
those things which are not only utterly forbid den 
by the parliamentary law, but utterly forbidden 
by principles of fair legislation, and must be re- 
volting ts thé’ ‘of the American people. 
The yes anid “were then taken on the mo- 
tion to ut the 39h section. 
Mr. K rose béfore the result was announced, 
and said: 1 Was not in my séat when the voting 
ced, atid’ hope now to be permitted to 


commenced, 
say, at the request of my colores é, that in con- 
sequence of the indisposition of Mr, Dovctas, he 
not to vote; and therefore he has re- 
. Fie has made this arra “sa 


has 
tired 
Mr. 


ner and’ tnder the same regitlations as from the Circuit 
| Courts of the United States; in all cases in which said Suz 
| preme Court of the United States would have jurisdiction, 
if said case had arisen in any of the United States.’? 
The further consideration of the subject was 
| then postponed to twelve o’clock to-morrow, 
The Senate then adjourned. 


— 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Sarurpay, June 15, 1850. 


The Journal of yesterd&y was read and approved. 
Mr. DANIEL said he hoped there would be no 


régtilar business, (the call of the committees for 
reports.) If, however, there should be objec- 


|| tion to that course, he should feel itts be his duty 


} 


| 


All’ this will result in favor | 


'to submit a motion to go into Committee of the 

Whole House upon the private calendar. 
| Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, moved ‘that the 
| House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
| 
| deration of the California bill. 
| Mr. DANIEL. -I suppose my motion has pri- 
ority? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not_under- 
stand that the gentleman has madé a motion. 

Mr. DANIEL. T hope that the House will 
proceed with the call of committees during the 
morning hour. 


The SPEAKER. No remarks are in order. 
THE PRIVATE CALENDAR, 
Mr. DANIEL. Well, | move that the House 


| 
j 


on the private calendar. 

| The SPEAKER. The motion of the gentle- 
| man from North Carolina has precedence. 

| Mr.’ THOMAS asked the yeas and nays, which 
| were ordered. : 

| And the question was then taken and decided 


YEAS—Messts. Albertson, Alston, Anderson, Andrews, 


in the negative—yeas 80, nays 108;.as follows: 
| Ashe, Averett, Bissell, Bocock, Bowdon, Bowie, Royd, 


| Caldwell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Clingwan, Witiamson 
Cobb, Conrad, Daniel, Deberry, Dimmick, Dunean, Ex 
mandson, Ewing, Featherston, Green, Hamitton, Hai 


Albert .G, Brown, Burt, E, Carrington Cabell, George As 
‘Ed 


, 

Isha G. Harris, son W. Harris, Haymond, Hillined, 
Holladay, Houston, Hubbard, Inge, Joseph WwW. inckege, 
James L.. Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, La Sere, r; 
Marshall, Mason, McClernand, MeLanahan, Robert: M. 
McLane, Pinis BE, McLean, McMullen, MeQueen, Me- 
Willie, Ont. eeoes yg ores Maree, re hae> Nelson, 
Orr, Outlaw chardeon, Robbins 1a v Seddon 
eebuerh. Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Alex” 
ender H  Stephetis, Thomas, James Thompson, Join B. 
‘Thompson, Venable, Watiace, Watkins, Weliborn, White, 
Williams, xiward, and Young—s0v. aN 
NAYS— : ne? bee ora a 
nett, Bingham, Bokee, tooth, Breck, Brooks, Bue! 
Burrows, Cheater Butler, Joseph Cable 


Calvin, ; 
Casey, Canales, Clarkes Cate, Conger, Corwin, Crowell 


if amended as proposed, that part of the section || 


on the state of the Union, for thé further consi- | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL’ GLOBE! 


i: T did Wot elaim || even at the Hazitd of his health. It is dae to thy 
' t thé’ speculations |) colleague that this explanation should be made, to 
1 didnot pretend to that. | accoimt for thé abséticé Of Wis’ vote, 


Freedley, Putter. Giddings, Gooderiow, Gorinan,G 
Grinnéli, Ball, Halloway, Harlan, Thomas L. Hart 
Hebert erm, Wt snot: 
r. Jack-o ulian me i . ~G ng 
G. King, Join A. King, Preston King, Lit Tefielt, Horace 
Mann, Job Matin, Meacham, Moore, Morris, Newell, 
Olds, Otis, Parker, Peasiee, Peck, Phetps, Pheuix, Pumas, 
Reed, Reynolds, Risley, Robinson, Rockwell. Root, Rog.’ 
Rumsey, Sackett, Sawtelle, Schenck, Schermerhorn’ 
Schooleraft, Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, Stanly Thadds ug 
Stevens, Stetson, Strona, Sweetser, Tavior, Thurinay 
‘Tuek, Underhill, Vaw Dyke, Vinton, Walden, Wado’ 
Wood 108? Whiwesey, Wilmot, Wilson, Winthrop, aud 

So the House refused to go into Committee of 
the Whole on the private calendar. 

he question then recarred on the motion of 

Mr. Harnis, of Ijlinois, that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

The question was taken, and, decided in th. 
affirmative. 


H re 
Howes, + ts 


CALIFORNIA. .__ 

So the House resolved itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Boyp 
| of Kentucky,.in the chair.) 7 

The CHAIRMAN announced the unfinished 
business to be the consideration of the specia| 
message of the President of the United States 
relating to,the admission of California, and of the 
bill relating thereto. 

Mr. INGE inquired what was the pending 
| question before the committee? . 

The CHAIRMAN said, the Clerk would report 
the amendinent. 

THE CUMBERLAND DAM. 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, moved that the 
| message and bill be laid aside for the purpose of 
— up the bill in relation to the Cumberland 
| dam. 
| Mr. Mela. said he desired to say a single word 
| in explanation: The bill was intended ( Vir. Me. 
| L. was understood to say) to provide for opern. 
| tions during this year; and unless the House acted 
| upon it before the first of July, it would be im- 
| possible for the operations connected with the im- 

provement to go on. The work was now in ex. 

istence, and there was an immediate necessity for 
| repairs upon it: He hoped, therefore, that the 
| House Would take up the bill, and pass it to-day. 
| The whole navigation of the western rivers was 
| now very much interested in it, and the bill had 
| been pressed upon the attention of the House by 

the department. 

Tellers were called for, and ordered on the mo- 

|| tion of Mr. McLane. 

Messrs. Ocre and FrarHerston were ap- 
pointed. 

Ht The affirmative vote was taken, and declared to 

|| be 42. 

|| Mr. McLANE. I withdraw the motion. I do 

| not see why I should press the bill, if gentlemen 

| interested in the improvements vote against taking 

| it'un. 

| Mr. McCLERNAND. IT hope the gentleman 

| will not withdraw the motion. I want to have the 
pleasure of voting it down. 

| The negative vote was’taken, and declared to 

| be 89 

| So the committee refused to take up the bill. 

CALIFORNIA. 

Thereupon the committee resiimed the consid- 
eration of the spécial ee of the President re- 
lating to California, and of the bill relating thereto. 

Mr. INGE requested that the pending question 
might be stated. . 

he CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will report it. 

The pending amend mgat was read. 

Mr. INGE offered the following amendment: 

Provided, That the people of any portion of said territory, 
when a‘sembled in convention in pursuance of constitutional 
authority to frame a State constitution, have the right to 
adopt or exclude African slavery, and, theit devermination 


of this question, b i exclusion of African sia- 
very il be no abstacte tothe 








lission of such State into 


Mr. INGE, in explaniation, said: Duting our last 
sitting, the following proposition was rejected: 

« Provided, however, That itshatl be no objection to the ad- 
mission into the Union of any State whch may hereafter be 
tude, ‘ tution said Siate 
thoriae or eatablis Aftican slavery therein.” ‘ 
ioe maeeiotes cbicsied sees ngPnosioan. 
cause it was limite sapplication to terr 
soni a se Y. My oF dment obviates that 
objection, and 1 r that all those who do not 
w "be sed in all future time 
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to the admission of anothes slay ‘State into 
the Union, will vote for it. 1 offer & asa test 
of the sense of the committee in regard to the ad- 
mission of new slaveholding Slates out of the terri- 
tory acquired by the treaty of Guadalupe Hwalgo. 
And | must say, that unless this principle is 
adirmed—unless. members of the North can go to 
this extent, there is no hope of adjusting these 
dificuhies. The declaration has gone out, that no 
more stavebolding States are to be admitied, and f 
now iasist upon its reversal. I insist upon it as @ 
necessary preliminary to any adjustment, 

The Missouri compromise is the pending amend- 
ment, and the proviso which I offer thereto is rel- 
evant and appropriate—indeed necessary to the 
understanding of a point, which has been, to some 
extent, controverted; thatis, the uncontrolled right 
of the people to determine for themselves.the ques- 
tion of slavery when assembled in convention to 
adopt a consutation, in pursuance of congressional 
autbority. I hold this to be universally true, every- 
where, both north and south of any compromise 
line which may be adopted. And I trust that even 
those who assert the authority of Congress to 
abolish or prohibit slavery in the territories, are 
willing, by the adoption of this amendment, to 
concede the eXpiration of the power, when the re- 
lation of territorial dependence. changes to that of 
State sovereignty. If this principle be true, it re- 
sults as a corollary, that upon the application of a 
new State for admission into the Federal Union, 
Congress has no right to inquire whether her con- 
stitution establishes or prohibits slavery; a power 
higher than Congress will have determined it; and 
auy interference with that determination would be 
to overleap the barrier of its limited powers. 

The distinguished gentleman from Massachu- 
seis, (Mr. FP renes) the leader of his political 
party ia this House, declared, in explanation of 
his vote agaanst the proviso, rejected at our last 
sitting, that he was unwilling to embarrass the 
admission of California by any amendment; and 
he took occasion to make the gratuitous and un- 
founded assertion, that amendments heretofore 
offered by southern gentlemen were with the de- 
ago to retard action upon the questions involved, 
Mr. WINTHROP. IL said calculated to embarrass. 

Mr. INGE, When Missouri craved admission 
into the Union, with a constitution recogniziwwg 
slavery, northern gentlemen seemed quite willing 
to emburrass her, and imposed upon her adraission 
a clause prohibiung ploveey an the Louisiana terri- 
tory north of 36° 30’. hen Texas, with her 
sliweholding constitution, desired ingress, the same 
spirit prevailed, and the North were then willing to 
embarrass her, vy a condition that in new States, 
carved out of her territory north of 36° 30’, slavery 
should be forever prohibued. Sir, nauonal good 
faith, political integrity, and personal honesty, all 
demand the assertion of the principle embodied in 
the amendment I bave offered. 

Mr. INGE withdrew the amendment, 

Mr. VAN DYKE, renewed it, and said: I do 
not know that the expression of my opinion here 
willamount to much, although, such as it is, | 
have no objection nor hesitatiun to give it. This 
amendment is now. renewed, as | understand, 
because it is said that it embraces a very important 
question upon which the South desires to have an 
expression of opinion, | cannot speak for any- 
body but myself upon this question, agd, as | satd 
before, L have no idea that my opinion will be 
worth much. But | am willing and prepared to 
Say that, at any time when the questuon can be 
fairly presented to the consideration of this louse 
and to this committee, 1 shall be ready to express 
my views upon it. My own opinion is, that it is 
nota good ground of objection to a State, when 
she asks admission rs the Union, (her admission 
in all other respects being right and proper,) that 
she either puts slavery into her constitution, or 
excludes it, ‘That, L say, is my own individual 
opnion—and more especially when the applica- 
ton comes from a State where slavery existed, be- 
fore the application was. made. But 1 mast be 
allowed to say, that I did not vote upon this very 
amendment the uther day, one way or the other, 
athough | was in my seat, lt was because | bad 
Some hesitation; and.t must say that, notwith- 
Standing this expression of my opinion, | cannot 
Vole for it now, because the amendment goes upon 
the sree that Californna is to be divided — 
Rs, GE, (interposing.) That does not touch 
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say a word in explanauen, avd you will perceive 
what my meaning mb 


36° 30’ as it is understood. 
divide it. 
is that, as to all the country thus cut off upon the 


Union was republican in form, nothing remined 
but for Congreas to admit the State, in the exer- 
The amendment of the || cisé of a sound diseretion—it might be that Con- 
~ntlemaa from Missouri r. GREEN} 18 Lo divide gresa was.absoluieiy bound to do #0, Upon thie 
e couutry+—that is to say, tocuy a line through || principle Mr. McC. was now ready to admu 

This certainly dbes || California cenjointly with provision for the ter 
And the amendment to the ameodment || ritores, if pacnible: and if not conjointly, separs 
ately. And upon the same priaciple he would 


Mr. VAN DYKE, (proceeding.) . Allow meto 





south side of the line of 30’, within Lhe present |) have feit himself bound to vote for the admiasivn 
limuts of California, whea tbe country shall apply } of California asa siave State, if she had so pre> 


eset A 


for admission, 1 shall be no ebjecuen to her ad- | sented herself, 
mission that she has slavery in or out of her con- of Texas and Fionda, two slavebolding States, 
stitution. 


admission of such State, either on the 


slavery, if such should be the case. 


He had voted for the admission 


| notwithatanding their toleration of slavery; and 
It seemed, therefore, that California wag to be || in like manner, he was willimg, at the proper time, 


divided; that her southern boundary was to be || to vote for the admission of the States :o be 
36° 30’; that a State was to be created south of 


formed out of the residue of our territories wuh- 
that line, and that it should be po objection to the || out reference to slavery, notwithstanding hie in- 
part of the || dividual opmions in regard to that inammution. 
North or the South, that her constitution admitted || Yes; he would vote for the amendment, as the ea- 
seruon of a sound and substantial principie—no 
Mr. McCLERNAND (interpostng) inquired if || would do that, although he mught feel it to be his 
it would not be beter that they should vote fur the || duty to vote agaist the propusition upon which it 
amendment to the amendment, then vote down the || was proposed to ingraflit—that was, Lhanamendrent 
amendment as amended. } offered by the gentleman from Misseuri; which, 
Mr. VAN DYKE replied, that that was merely || if it. prevailed, would disinember the Sue of Gali- 
child’s play. He was expressing merely bis an- || form. And he would take the yberty to advise 
dividual opinion, which was denied by gentlemen || the same course to all who agreed with him vp the 
from the South. He did not disapprove ef the || principle maimtained. The principle in question 
expression of their opinions by the Kepreseniaiives |) was equally applicable to the Nerth and the South 
on this floor, if gentlemen who wished them weuld || —it was a State right—a constitulional principle. 
present a case in which they could express them, | He wuhbdrew the amendment. 
and not embarrass great practical measures. Bur || Me, HIBBARD renewed the amendment. He 
as he believed such would be the effect of voung || said that he did not vote for Lhe amendment erigin- 
forthis, or forany other amendment not necessary || ally proposed by the gentleman from Kentucky, 
to pertect the bill, he should yote aguinsttt. | (Mr. Spanron,] embou ying substantially thse same 
But he could not approve of the amendment for || principle with the one now offered, not because he 
another reason. He held that it was not proper || was opposed to that principle, but because he wag 
for this Congress, at this time, to speak upon inig || not willing (© incorporate mt unto the bill for the 
subject. He could not speak for his guccessor; || admission of California, which & might tead to 
he (Mr. V. D.) did not expect to be here when || embarrass. lt could not operate as a law new or 
that question came up ina practical form—he did || hereafier. Jt could not bind our successors upon 
not know whether the gentleman from Alabama, || this floor. It had force simply as an expression 
or apy gentleman now here, would be here then: | of our own opinion. He would give bis assent to 
why, therefore, should they express their opin- || it as a disconnected and single proposition; and he 
ion upon a subject which was not befure them? || saw no particular objection to its being adopted as 
They were not called to act—they could not de- || an adduion to the amendment of the gentieman 
termine the questuon; but they might embarrass || from Missouri, (Mr. Gaeen,) which could then 
those who should come after them. He did not || be rejected. 'o make tis meaning more clear, 
know that it would embarrass. their succeasors in || he would suggesta modification.of it, so that it 
Congress, but it could have no binding eflectatall | should read; 
upon them. D oat That no Suite which may hereafter apply for admission 
For this reason he was unwilling to express that |) itm the Union and which shall be i oe respects on tied 
opinion now, and for Lhe other reason, that Lhe || igs couststguon does or does nut tolerate slavery.” 
amendment of the gentleman frou Alavama as- 


t the ge This was hisdoctrine. It went upon the ground 
sumed. that California was to be divided. He || that the people of a State, in forming thetr consti- 


repeaied, however, af that question were to be pre- || tution, had a right to determine this question for 
sented in any fair, proper, useful way—such, lor || themselves. It was true that Congress had the 
instance, as the application of a State for admus- |) power to exclude them, for this or any other rea: 
sion with a constituyon recognizing slavery—if It || son. But the fact of their decision either way in 
were to be presented in connecuon with avy such || regard to slavery wes not a sufficient cause for the 
question, and to be legitimately before the House, || exercise of that power. The only requirement of 


he believed st would nyt be proper for him wo vote || the Constitution with regard to the government of 


to reject the request of such Siate applying tor ad- || new Suwes was, that it be republican in form, 


mission, merely becayse she had such a provision | Such he believed to be the long-established doe- 


in her consutuion, | trine of a lurge majority of the people he repre- 
He withdrew the amendment. e oe ee Pp 


N f i} sented. The contrary principie—the position that 

Mr, McCLERNAND said he would renew the || we will exclude Signa from the Union for the sole 
amendment offered by his friend from Alsbasna, || reason that they do or do not tolerate slavery— 
(Mr. Incs,) for the purpose of enabling bimselt was subversive of the spirit, if not the letter, of ihe 
jo make an explanation.. He dilered trom the || Constiution. Its prevalence would have prevented 
gentieman from New Jersey, (Mr. Van Dyxe,) |) the formation of the original Confederacy of free 
who said he would vote agamnst the amendment, | and slaveholding Siates ander whiect: the battles of 
although be approyed of the principle & conwined. || the Revolution were fought, and our liberties 
How could the gentleman. do that. consistently? | achieved. it would have defeated the formation 
Did he not suppose that his voie would be rega:ded || of our present Union and our present Constitution, 
as affording (he. best index of his future course? || It would have pregented the admission of every 
it, was votes, not professions, that would satiaty || slaveholding State which has been added since the 
the country and settle this troublesome question || Constitution was adopted. If now adopted, he 
of slavery. ) || feared would go far to unsettle and render inse- 
Mr. McC. said he would vote for the amend- | cure the foundation of our existing institutions. 

j 
| 





| 
j 
} 
| 
} 








ment, because he approwed of the principle u con- |, He was in favor of the adnmasion of Califvirnia 
tauyed—he would vote for it now, and ever ex- as she is, with her present boundaries, and her 
pected. 1o be wes to vote for u. lt belonged to || present constitution. He would’ prefer to admit 
the people of the States, and not to Congress, | her by herself, unconnected. with any other meas. 
to determine the character of the municipal insu- || ure. This was the usual and legiumate mode of 
tations of the States, whether in regard to slavery, || p i But if, for causes existicy here or 
or any other subject of municipal regulauon, in | elsewhere, it should be found impracticatle to 
all such respects the were.as foreign to the || procure her admission by herself—if that act was, 
Federal Government as to Great Bruain. bt was | when finally acted upon, to be coupled with nome 
only in the exceptal cases expressed upon the | other measure or measures, he should not withhold 
face of the Constitution, that Congress had any || his support from it, in that form, for that reason 
power to restrain or control the Seues; aod upon || alone. His vote would then depend apon the na- 
this principle, when Congress had. been assured || ture of the measures with which it should be con- 
that the State applying for admission imo the || necied. 
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While desiring the admission of California as a 
State, he was no friend of that policy which would 
leave the remaining territories without civil gov- 
ernments. He was for their organization. 
of time, as well as the obvious and urgent nature 


of the reasons for this policy, would prevent his 
atlempting an enumeration of them now. Others 


had fuity and forcibly done that work before him. 
These territories were now free. 


sired them to remain so. 
extension of slavery over them. 


it was our clear constitutional duty, and ought 
to be our choice, to leave that institution in the 
States where it exists, without dssault or interfer- 
ence either from the people or governments of 


other States, or from the General Government. 


bie knew that a contrary spirit prevailed among 


certain people, thouga he believed of compara- 
uvely few in number, especially in the free States, 
that a different course had been pursued. 


‘Tne course of these people, or of portions of 
them, however designed, had been productive of 
They had done 
more toexasperate the people—the two sections | 
ainst each uther—to make worse 
the condition of the slave, to tighten his fetters, 


great and unmitigated mischief. 
of the country 


and to retard the cause of emancipation, than any 


other one cause, if'not more than ali other causes 


combined. 


ant 


it was evident 
tnat a very large majority of their inhabitants de- 
He was opposed to the || 


| 
i} 


i] 





very shrewdly drawn his amendment, so as that 
the committee, if (hey sustained it, would in effect 
declare that California was doing wrong in asking 
to be admitted at this time. If they voted in the 
gentieman’s amendment, they voted California 
out. He did not wish to say anything more. He 
withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. BiSSELL renewed the amendment. He 
said, the proposition submitted by the gentleman 
from Alabama (Mr. Ince] asserts substantially, 
that States hereafter presenting themselves for ad- 
mission into the Union ought not to be refused such 
admission, on the ground that their constitutions 
prohibit slavery on the one hund, or on the other 
permit it. 


1 shall vote for that proposition. I shall vote 


| for it because, in my judgment, it declares a cor- 
| rect principle. 


[t is a principle, sir, upon which 
| have always stood, aitd:from which | have no 


| idea of departing—a principle maintained and cher- 
| ished by my constituents, and one which they 


will be slow to surrender. I shall vote for it, sir, 


| for the further reason, that I desire to correct, us 


far as may be done here, an erroneous and injuri- 
ous inference deducible from yesterday's vote on 


| the proposition introduced by the gentleman from 


Kentucky, (Mr. Sranron,] and which was in 


| substance like the one now under consideration. 
| L cannot but regard the vote by which that propo- 
| sition was defeated as a most unfortunate’ one; 
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pursue towards that section of the Union. | trost 
iets men, even in thé South, have placed an 
confidence in, or attached any consequence io 
these declarations. But, sir, with yesterday’, 
vote in seeming confirmation of these declarations 
how will it appear to them then? “Will not those 
who are dis to ‘agitate this subject in ihe 
South, and to mislead and excite the people there 
point to this vote and’ say, “ Behold the proof of 
all we have told you, as to the designs of the 
North against us! Is not here the proof that the 
extremest declaration as to the designs of the 
North made by the extremest Abolitionist on ti. 
floor of Congress is true?” Sir, I am opposed to 
furnishing agitators in any quarter with any such 
material for their operations. Let those who are 
disposed to make war upon our institutions, or the 
Union, furnish their own ammunition. 

Sir, { maintain that the proposition now under 
consideration contains a principle correct in itse/f 
and recognized by the people of the North, ang 
especially by the Democratic party. Upon the 
slavery question they are in favor of non-iter. 
vention; and when new States shall be formed 
they desire that the people thereof shall be as free 
to adopt such a constitution aa they may choose 
for themselves, as were or are the people of ji. 
nois, or Massachusetts, or South Carolina, or 
Mississippi. ‘The proposition now before us 


asserts this proposition—no more, no less; and, 
for the reasons | have given, | am in favor of it. 

Mr. B. withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania, renewed the 
amendment, and said, he had voted yesterday for 
the same proposition substantially, when offered 
by the gentleman from Kentucky, and he believed 
he was pretty much alone from the Whigs of the 
North. He was glad to find ‘this morning that 
others were coming round to the same opinion. 
He was not in the habit of explaining his reasons 
on all oceasions for his votes, but he wished to 
say that he thought it right then 80 to vote, and 
he thought so still. He thoaght it unfortunate 
that the committee rejected the proposition yes- 
terday, for the effect which that result was calcu- 
lated to have upon the minds of gentlemen \iere, 
and upon the feelings of the people of the South, 
as had just been so strongly and eloquently stated 


The extension of slavery into territories now 
free, wae another matter. He believed in the || 
power of the Government to prohibit it. If this || recated, for they, indeed, are just nothing at all, 
question of power was ever one of doubt, the || but because the true explanation of that vote will 
dharma and almost uniform practice of the || never be known by one in a hundred of those who 

overnment had seuled it. The course of those || will learn with alarm the simple fact that such a 
gentiemen on this floor who favor and demand the || proposition was voted down by northern members 
reévactment of the Missouri compromise in re- |, on this floor. 

Spect to these territories, was an admission of this || ‘The proposition yesterday voted on was in sub- 
power—was a call for its exercise at this time. || stance this: that no State ought to be denied ad- 
What is the Missouri compromise? the prohibi- |) mission into the Union (when otherwise entitled 
tion of slavery by the General Government north || to come in) on the ground that the constitution 
of acertain specified line, leaving it to the decision of || that she may have adopted for herself permits sla- 
the people at the time of the formation of their State || very. This proposition was, in my judgment, 
governments south of that line. If itis constitational || most unwisely voted down. 

tor Congress to exciude slavery from a partofthis|; Now, looking at the naked vote on this ques- 
territory, it cannot be unconstitutional to apply the || tion, it appears like a solemn declaration by the 
same legisladon to all of it. The question, then, || northern members of this branch of Congress, that 
is one of expediency simply. The people whom || no more slave States are ever to be admitted into 


and, as such, I regret it profoundly. Not that its 
necessary practical results are so much to be dep- 





| represent (said Mr. H.) believe it to be expedi- 
ent so to exclude it, and ask it at my hands, so || 
This 1s authority || 


far as my vote is concerned, 


enough for me, and will determine my course upon | 


this point. 


L proseribe no man, denounce no 


man, North or South, because he differs from me || 


upon this subject. 


I submit to no man’s proserip- || 


tion ou account of my own position, and presume | 


1 will pot be attempted. 
Shouid this, restriction fail to 


be adopted, my | 


course with regard to such measures as shail be || 
proposed for the organization of territorial govern- || 


ments, alone or in company with other measures, 


will depend upon the nature of their provisions. 


| 


‘The existing laws of these territories, sustained as | 
they seem to be, by the character of the country | 
and the almost-universal voice of the inhabitants, | 


prohibit slavery. 
gress. 


withoutat. 


people, who haveiit not, and de not wish it. 


in the urgent desire of setthing finally and for- 
ever, if it may. be, this long and distracting contro- | 
veray—in the spirit of concession and compromise, 


if that concession is to be reasonable, and that 


spirit matual—lam willing to abalé somewhat of 


my own preferences, of my own wishes. I am 
not willing, a@ lam notat liberty, to sacrifice the 


interesta of my people, to disregard their ex pressed 


wishes, nor to prove untrue by enlistung under the 
banner of either extreme, to the great interests of 


putriotisia, unanimity of our glorious Union and 
our common country. 


amendment of the gentioman from Alabama at all, 


These laws, as I believe, will 


if a provision excluding slavery cannot || 
be adopted, 1 may vote for terruorial governments || 
Bur 1 deem it due to myself, as well | 
ns those with whom | act, to declare, that | cannot || 
vote for any form of territorial organization, or for | 
auy law which establishes slavery within their 
jpmits, thrusting that institution upon an un willing 


| the Union—that such is the fixed, irrevocably set- 


tled determination of the people of the North. It 
is in that aspect, sir, that that vote will be too 
generally regarded, especially in the South. Thou- 
sands there who learn the result of the vote, will 
regard it as a declaration by the North that only 
States with constitutions prohibiting slavery are 
henceforth to be admitted into the Union: Some 


| will honestly suppose, and others will assert with- 


out caring to inquire whether it be correct or not, 
that such is the legitimate and fair interpretation 
of that vote. You and I, Mr. Chairman, and 


| others who witnessed the proceedings here, know 
| better. 


We know that no such inference” ‘is 
fairly deducible from that vote. We know that 
many did not vote upon the proposition at all, 
regarding it as a mere declaration of an’ abstract 


'| printiple, out of place and out of time, and’ real- 
xemain in force unless abrogated by act of Con- | 


| | 


| 


it 
i 





u¢ that it is the fixed determination of the 
Mr. STANLY renewed the amendment, to say 
a single word. He did not wish to discuss the 


ly calling for no vote either for or against it. 
And a large number of those who voted against 
it, did 80, as we know, from a desire to see the 
California bill kept unemberrassed by this or any 
other amendment. These are the considerations, 
as we who are here know, which induced that 
vote. But will the explanation travel into all 
places side by side with the announcement of the 


| vole? Know you not, sir, that before yester- 
| day’s sun went down, our telegraphs had €on- 


veyed with lightning speed the result of that vote 
into every quarter of our Union, and especially 
into the South? And think you that the facts 
necessary to its correct understanding went with 
it? Will not hundreds learn the result of that 
vote, and be startled at it, who will never know 
its true explanation at all? 

Look for a moment at the inevitable effect of 
this in the South. It has been declared ‘here by 
One or two, or perhaps three northern members, 
people of 
the North to admit no more slaveholding States 
into the Union; and although it has been denied 
aga'n and again that any such determination exists 


bat merely to call atvention to a particular part of |) there, yet we know that these declarations have 


that amendment, viz: the words * in 


ursuance || been oa cireulated in the South, as indie- 
of constitutional authority.” The gentiemanhad || ative of the 


policy which the North intends ;to 


Z the gentleman from Illinois, (Mr. Brsseu1.} 
e (Mr. Butter) did not feel the force of the ob- 
jection stated by some for refusing to vote for the 
proposition, because they did not wish to embar- 
rass the California bill by adding this as an amend- 
ment. Why, sir, it was offered as an amendment 
to an amendment, and would not be attached so 
as to embarrass the bill, unless the amendment 
itself should be adopted; and if that was done, the 
proposition would not add to the difficulty. He 
admitted fully the right of the people to form their 
constitution to suit themselves, and when formed, 
they were entitled to come here and claim admis- 
sion as a State into the Union; and that there isa 
pro-slaver y clause in their State constitution forms 
no insuperable objection with him to such admis- 
sion, any more than that an anti-slavery elause 
in her fandamental law shall form such objection. 
He believed such to be the: sentiment of bis con- 
stituents; and so far as his expression of the views 
he entertained may have an influence, he was 
willing to let it go, with the hope and expectation 
that it may be sustained by those who hereafter 
represent those constituents on this floor. Such 
States have a right to come in on an equality with 
the old States,and to enjoy all the benefits and be 
subject to ali the compromises of the Constitution. 
The principle of this amendment is that in which 
the adnussion of California is urged. Her admis- 
sion with her anti-slavery consutution is advo- 
cated on the ground that the people there are of- 
posed to slavery, and have done what they had the 
right to do—exclude it by their own action; and 
yet many of those who thus think, opposed the 
proposition of the gentleman from Kentucky yes 
terday. And there is the same inconsistency 0” 
the other side, on the part of those who offer (his 
ition, and yet oppose California because of 

the anti-slavery clause in her constitution, or who 
saffer that consideration to influence their oppo 
sition in any degree. He thought if all parties 
would lay'aside their passions and prejudices, and 
give fair and full expression to their real sent- 
ments, the proposition to it a State to come 
into the Union with a re constitution, the 
work of her own hands, recognizing or excluding 


















ery, a8 she thought best, would receive an 
-— unanimous vo'é here. The discussion this 
morning has furnished cheering evidence that such 
would be the result. 

Bat whether this. would be so or not, Mr. B. 
thought there was No use in quarreling about it, 
and that nothing, was'to be gained by refusing to 
admit a State on this ground. Suppose a State 
should offer herself with a constitution containing 
a clause permitting slavery, and Congress should 
strike out the clause and then admit her, could she 
pot, as soon a8 she could call a convention of her 
citizens, alter her constitution, reinstate the pro- 
slavery clause, and admit slavery? If she did so, 
would she not sull be a State of the Union, on an 
equality with the other States? There ia no doubt 
of this, nor that if a State (California for instance) 
should be admitted with an anti-slavery clause, 
she could immediately afterwards change her con- 
stitution in this respect, and become a slave Siate. 
Mr. B. did not seegvhen there would be any rem- 
edy, even if Ohio, or any other State which came 
into the Union under the operation of the ordi- 
nance of 1787, should change her constitution and 
become a slave State. Jf she did, however it 
might be a breach of that compact, her Senators 
and Representatives would ‘not be turned: away 
from the doors of the Capitol as intruders, having 
no right here. No, sir, she would sull be a State 
of the Union, with the rights of a sovereign State. 
He would add, it is true, the admission of a slave 
State carries with it that feature of the Constitu- 
uon respectipg representation which is so objec- 
tionable to some. Slaves cannot vote, though | 
three-fifths of them aré represented ;—this is fixed || 
by the Constitution under which we all live;—and || 
however much any gentleman may wish it other- 
wise, it is not such an objection as would influence 
him to vote against the admission of a State. 

He withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. ROOT renewed the amendment, and made 
some remarks, which were very imperfectly heard. 
He was undergtood to say that this amendment, as 
he understood, was advocated by the ‘honorable 
genleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Burier,} the 
honorable gentleman from lilinois, (Mr. Brsseun,} 
and others who had preceded him in the debate, as 
a kind of peace-offering to the South; but he wanted 
to ask gentlemen what efféct they could give to it? 
It had nothing to do with the bill; and were gen- 
Uemen who voted for it, ready to vote for the 
amendment of the gentleman from Missouri, if 
itwere so amended? He wanted southern men to 
consider how much of a peace-offering it would be. 
The country wanted peace and quiet, God knew; | 
but they would not get it by sticking into this 
amendment this abstraction, which the same gen- 
Uemen avowed they meant finally to strike out. 
What was the use of all thisgammon? He could not 
undersiand the consistency of gentlemen voting for | 
the Missouri compromise, when they said it was || 
unconstitutional. He ridiculed the ‘idea of north- | 








| 





ern gentlemen being so stinvulated by fear that the 
South would misapprehend the vote of yesterday, 
which, it was said, had been carried on the wings 
of lightning over the entire South, as by way of 
pacitying the Southand giving peace and quietness 
to that section to vote an amendment to a proposi- 
tion and then to vote down the entire proposition: 
Was this the Committee of the Whole of the House 
of Representatives? or was it a place where they 
were distributing sugar-plums and bonbons? This 
amendment had- nothing to do with the subject 
under consideration. He should vote againt it, as 
he should against any other proposition which 
Was not necesssry to perfect the bill, He went 
for Culiforma alone, by itself, and he would even 
vote against a proposition of amendment embody- 
ing the Buffalo platform uself. 
He wished it was a legitimate case for offering a 
Proposition declaring that any people emigrating 
from any part of the United States had the right to 
convert a free territory into a slave territory. He 
Would like to vote against it, and he would like to 
‘ave the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Bor- 
Len} vote for ityand have the gentleman’s constit- 
=~ 8 understand it. He would like to know | 
w many men there were from the free States | 
ready to declare that free territory might be eon- 
Verted into slave States. ‘The gevtleman from [i.i- | 
hols (Mr. Basseiu} spoke about little segments of | 
yand said that the: parties” of the 
orth were notin favor of sach things. ‘There 
Were very few men at the North, he could tell the 








the bill, and which is,as follows; 
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gentleman, in favor of the ‘great parties;’’ they 
were separated, and you could never get them to- 
gether again, unless you got them into an omnibus. 

[Here the Ghairman’s hammer fell.) Mr. R. 
withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. MORSE renewed the amendment. He | 
said: Mr. Chairman, | thank the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. Roor] for withdrawing the amend- 
ment, and [ renew it; and I thank him again most 
sincerely for helping us to smoke out - borrow 
his own striking expression) some of our pre- | 
tended friends, North and South; and if he and his 
brother Free-Soilers will only give us their help, we | 
shall be able to show to our constituents at the | 
South what is the public sentiment at the North | 
in relation to the vexed question of slavery. 1 | 
was astonished to hear the gentleman from [Ili- | 
nois [Mr. Bisset] make it a matter of reproach | 








tion of the gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Sran- 
TON,} should have been transmitted on the wings | 


| of lightning and by lightning itself, to all parts of || 


the South without the explanation accompanying | 
it. Well, sir, we heard the explanations of the | 
gentleman from Hlinoia, [Mr. Bisseir,) the gen- | 


tleman from New Jersey, (Mr. Van Dyxe,) and || 


the gentleman from New Hampshire, (Mc. Hin- 


BARD,] and the gentleman from Pennsylvania, || 


(Mr, buTLer,} and what does itamount to? Why, | 


an abstract proposition was presented which at | 


the proper time some of them were in favor of, | 


| but which some of them did not choose to vote, 
| and which all, I believe, would.vote to strike out 


of the bill_—some for one reason and some for 
another,—and yet we of the South, who teil our 
constituents that the Free-Soilers speak the truth, 
and that the entire North is hostile to our institu. | 


tions, are denounced daily as ultra men, faction- 


ists, disunionists, d&c., &c. 

Sir, | do not want any of these peace-offerings 
in the form of an amendment to an amendiment, 
and then a vote to strike outthe whole. I want 
true, substantial votes, and tangible justice. 
shall never remain quiet as long as any distinction 


property, either in the territories or.in the States; 
and you may rest assured that the agitation will | 
never cease, as long as that, odious distinction is 
kept up. If we are equals, we should be allowed 


to, travel peaceably and unmolested with our slave || 
property not only in evoryignes of every territory, | 


but in all the States of this Union... The States of 


de facto to go with them wherever we please. 
long as a citizen of Massachusetis can go to every | 
southern State with his horse, his dog, or any 
Other property, and be protected in the enjoyment 
of them, and acitizen of Louisiana cannot ge into | 
every other State .with his slave, there is no | 
equality, and no man doubts, that if the slave | 
Siates had so insisted, such a provision would | 
have been inserted in the Constitution. But being | 
in alarge majority, they never dreamed that such | 
aright would have been denied. 


the case unul afew years since. When i was at | 


school and at college at the North, my father | 
brought his servants with him in Boston aad Cam- | 


bridge, and there was no disposition to molest | 


them or him. 
For myself, | want no paper compromises, no | 
new compromises. If you will not keep the old 


the South will reject indignantly every wishy- 


and resist to the last extremity. The course ot 
the South on this question is another lamentable | 
instance of the absurduy of receding before ag- | 
gression, which only mistakes conciliqguon for | 
tear, and always advances as you recede. 

Mr. M. withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. SCHENCK renewed the amendment. He 
understood gentlemen who were in favor of the 


proposition, desired a voe upon it. Jt had been || 


his purpose to aubmita different proposition, te 
had intended to move an amendment germane to | 
+ 

“ Aud it iz hereby understood and declared, that it is no 


tary servitude.” gst 

He desired a vote on this amendment; but he 
would renew the amendment of the gentleman 
from Alabama, as there was a desire to take a vote 


, 


l } 
: | ruled out of order. 
is made between slave property and any other | 


|| have a vote on this abstract proposition, 


the South have made slaves property in fifteen || 
States, and we should have the right de jure and | 


As || 


In fact, it was | 





The nt discussion seemed to him 
nt a singolar spectacle. The people of 


upon it. 


to 


| California came here five or six months ago, with 


| @ constitution asking to be admitted as one of the 
States of the Union. Until this moment the scene 
we have exhibited here is such an opposition by 
| @ minority in this body as has prevented her from 
| being admitted. And why has she not been ad- 
mitted? Is it beeause the people of California 
| held a convention for the adoption uf a consute- 
trom without the previous assent of Congress? 
Did any one believe that to be the true reason? 
is it because they had not adopted the tine of 
| boundaries which her opponents wish? One could 
hardly believe that to be the true reason. Who 
opposed the admission of California? The South. 
| There must, then, be some other question which 


|| incites to this geographical division upon this 
that the result of yesterday’s vote on the resolu- || 


question. It is nota mere coincidence—an acci- 


dent, that the South so generally oppose this new 


State, while the North are so generally, so unan- 
imously in her favor. And what then is the quee- 
tion? Slavery. It is the word slavery. it is 
| manifest that the true, the real objection of the 
South, is that the people of California have in- 
serted in their constitution a clause prohibiting 
| slavery. It is not, then, because the boundaries 
are not approved; it is not because the people 
formed a constitution in convention, without the 
previous sanction of Congress; it is not because 
there is nota sufficient number of populauien; it 
is on none of these points that objection is made 
to the admission of California. Livery one now 
admits that it is this question of slavery which 


|| caises -all the difficulty, and all the propositions 


of compromise which have been submited) look 
to that clause. Her admission has been opposed 
on that account; and all these other objections an 
to boundary, the irregularity with which the con- 
stitution was formed, d&c., are all introduced at 
mere incidents, nothing more than by-play. All 
these amendments which have been submitied look 
to that, and, in his opimon, ought to have been 
And now the gentlemen who 
| have opposed the admission of California wish to 
They 


|| Want us to declare that a State has a right to come 


| a, whether in her constitution she allows slavery 
or prohibits it. And while they ask for this vote, 
they are in fact opposed to the principle it con- 
wins, inasmuch as they oppose the admission uf 
| California because her free people have chosen to 
excludesiavery by a clause in her constituuon. He 
| eusted that the people would understand that the 
admission of Califurnia was opposed because she 


|| was the first of these newly-acquired territertes 


which had desired to come into the Union asa 
free Siate; and gentlemen of the South now asked 
an expression of the opinion of the committee oa 
this abstract question, while they themselves are 
| Opposing the admission of Caiiforma and the wish 
of her people, because they have inserted in their 
constitution a clause prohibiting slavery within 
their limits. Now, he considered an ounce of 
| practice to be worth a pound of precept, and he 
| would like to see whether the gentiemen who ad- 


|| voeate this amendment would come up and vore 


| for the bill to admit California. 

He withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. SEDDON, renewing the amendment, said; 
| am happy, Mr. Chairman, to see that with seme 


|, honorable Representatives from the North, there 
one, Lam willing to part company now;and | hope || 


| isa limit, short of the extreme of anti-slavery fa- 


|| navicism, which they profess no desire to excees!: 
washy, milk and water, ridiculous compromise, | 


| understand such to avow, with manly frank- 


| ness, that Congress is, by the provisions and spi- 
|| vit of the Constitutions bound to admit into We 


Confederacy new States when legitimately orgaa- 
ized out of the territories of the Union, without 
reference to the question whether, im their. const 
tution, they may have recognized or prohibited A/- 
| rican slavery. They maimain, and rightly, thet 
| the people of a territwury, when authorized to form 
a Btate and establish orgame law, are entitied to 


| perfect freedom of election, and are alone empow- 


| ered to decide whether they will establish or ex- 
| clude the institution of slavery. ‘Its proposition 


! é ' | is, L acknowledge, plainly just and true, and iw 
objectivn to the admission of the State of Califoruia as Oue | 

of the States of this Usion, tat she has inserted a pro- || 
vision into ber constitution excluding slavery and involun-°) 


| entire conformity with the Consutution and the 
relation of the States to the territories. But, sir, 
| badvert to and restate it, that the gentlemen who 
|| avow it, and all others, may recognize and wnder- 
stand its character and legitimate consequences, 
Sur, the inevitable corollary from it is, being 


| 
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bound to leave the people of the territories when 
cabled on to form a State, perfect freedom and un- 
reatricted choice to prefer or prohibit slavery. You 
are under a no less clear obligation, not hy prece- 


dent legislation te exclude the institutions of sia- | 


very, or slave property, and thus impel them, by 
controling influence, to decide only one way, 
avd against the institution. If you are bound to 
admit States, whether free or slave, and the people 
duly authorzed to form a State are alone entitled 
tc decide, then are you not bound to leave the cit- 
izens of the embryo State free to bring in or receive 
siaves, uninfluenced by your legislation, and ae- 
cording to the dictates of their owa inclinations or 
necessities? If you cannot impose institutions of 
property or constututional provisions upon them, 
ere you not clearly excluded from the mght of so 
frammg legislation for them while territories, as 
to preclude them from having the property among 
them, and so compel them not to recognize or es- 
tablish it? 
and none in substance, between absolutely com- 


pelling them to exclude the property, and prohibit: 


as the condition of their admission, and so pro- 
hibuing and excluding slave property and siave 
inatitutions from the territories, as to place the 
people under a certain compulsion to exclude. 

hat matters i whether you assume directly to 
cheiate their consttivuon and prohibit slavery, or 
only by your previous meerdicts and hostile legis- 


ition force the people to your foregone conclusion | 
toexclude? Suppose by your legislation you forced | 
ail cuuzens who emigrated to the territories to. 


take slaves and hold them there, would you not 
effectually secure and com; el the adepton of con- 
Stitutions recognizing aad establishing slavery? 
Bo, with no leas certainty, when you undertake to 
exclude slaveholders and slaves, and to admit 


only citizens without slaves, by your legislation, by | 
your iavidious action, you have assured and com- | 
pelied the adoption of constitutions containing the | 


interdict of slavery. . Nothing could more clearly 
demonstrate the injustice and unconstitutionality, 
on your ewn data, of the Wilmot proviso and all 
kindred measuces of exclusion, as applied to the 
territories. Lam amezed at the inconsistency and 
inadequate conception of their position displayed 
by the honorable géntleman from New Hampshire 
{[Mr. Hieparp} and others, who acknowledge 
the obligation to admit new States, whether slave 
or free, and to secure to the people alone entire 
freedom of choice as to the institution, and yet at 
the same time are in favor of, and ready to enact, 
the Wilmot proviso. Why, sir, it is palpable 
mockery, which covers both a wrong and an in- 
sult to the South, to avow that the right of de- 
ciding on their institutions belongs alone to the 
people, when called on to form States, and at the 
same time, by express legislation, to exclude the 
property to be recognized, and admit to settlement 
only those who are without and hostile to it. 

The gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Scuenck]} con- 
fidentiy asserts that the opposition of southern 
members te the admission of California, is solely 
becanse her people in their constitution have ex- 
eluded slavery; and he challenges contradiction or 
denial. For one, sir, | am free to answer the gentle- 
man without disguise or hestitation, There are, sir, 
independent of the interdict of slavery, very grave 
impediments to the admission of California as she 
presents herself; but the most conclusive objection 
with me is, that her people have not had the oppor- 
tunity of fairly determining as to the institution of 
slavery, and its adaptation to their circumstances 
and necessities, and of unchecked election to adopt 
or reject it, bat have been, in effect, so dealt with 
and constrained as to have no option but to exclude 
u. In violation of your own alleged principle of 
non-interference, and of allowance to the people 
who might emigrate there freely to determine their 
ewn institutions, you have refused to give them a 
territorial government without the odious proviso; 
you have refused even to assent to the formation 
by them, freely and without bias, of a State gov- 
ernment; you ‘have held constantly impending 
over them @ positive prohibition of slaveholders 
with theirelaves. You have incessantly clamored 
about the existence of Mexican laws to exclude 
them. You have refused to extend over them the 
Constitution and laws of the United States, and 
have withheld even the privilege of asserting, by 
appeal to the courts of the Union, the invalidicy 
of alleged obstructions, whether those of Mexi- 
cao law or of yourown creation. Having thus 


There is searce a difference in form, | 





A 


effectually debarred the slaveholding citizens of the 
Union with their property, and invoked all possible 
influences to assure the interdict of slavery, you 
now turn round, and cry out for the right of a 
people, regularly organized and authorized to 
form a Site, which we have always acknow!l- 
edged, to determine their own institutions, and 
demand that we should recogn zeas legitimate and 


conclusive the constrained and unauthorized action || 


of the hordes of adventurers and gold hunters of 
California, whom you dignify with the name and 
rights of the sovereign people. The whole thing 
is barelaced, shallow trickery; and though you 
may not scorn to offer it, you would despise our 
silliness if we-aceepted it. No, gentlemen; if you 
our good faith invoke, and rest on this right of the 
people, firat remand California to her legitimate 
condition of territorial dependence—organize and 
establish a proper territorm! government without 
the proviso—give, as the Constitution entities, to 
the citizens of all the States the privileges of ‘mi- 
gration and settlement with their property; and 
then, when sufficiently settied and authorized to 
constitute States, let the people freely decide, and 
1 guaranty the cheerful acquiescence of the South 
in their licisiih, whether it be favorable or ad- 
verse to their insttations. 

He withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. TOOMBS renewed the amendment, and said 
the gentleman from Ohio had just charged that the 
opposition to California with her present constita- 
tion by the South was founded upon the anti-sla- 
very clause in her constitution, and therefore, in the 
dental of this right of a people forming a State eon- 


denied the faet, and demanded proef. On the con- 
trary, he asserted that the South had uniformly 
held and. maimtained this right. That in 1820, on 


the Missouri question, the North denied i, but the | 


South wuanimously alfirmed #. From that day 
ull this, the South, through all her authorized ex- 
ponents of her opinions, has affirmed this doctrine; 
her legislatures, her governors of States, her mem- 
bers upon this floor, and even her primary assem- 
blies, have all affirmed, it and the gentleman from 
Ohio cannot point toa single particle of evidence 
to support his unfounded charge. ‘The South ean 
proudly point to her whole political history for its 
reputation. But how stands the case with the 
North? She denied the truth of this great princi- 
ple of constitutional right in 1320, acquiésced in the 
compromise then made as long as it was to her 
interest, and ‘then repudiated the compromise and 
reasserted ker right to dictate constitutions to ter- 
ritories seeking admission into the Union. She 
put her anti-slavery proviso upon Oregon, and at 
the last session of Congress, when the present 
Secretary of the Navy introduced a bill to author- 
ize California to form a State government and come 
into the Union, leaving her free to act as she pleased 
upon the question of slavery, the North put the 
anti-slavery proviso upon this State bill. | know 
of no northern Whig who voted against that ‘pro- 
viso. A few geutlemen of the Democratic party 
from the Northwest, and my friend frony Hlinors 
among then, [Mr. Rrenarpson] boldly and hon- 
estly steuck for the right, and opposed it; but they 
were powerless against the torrent of northern 
opposition. The evidence is complete; the North 
repudiated this principle—and while, for sinister 
and, temporary purposes, they may pretend to 
favor the President’s plan, which affiems it, they 
will not sustain it. ‘hey will pot find a right 
place to affirm it until they get California into the 
Union, and then they will throw off the mask and 
trample it under foot. | intend te drag off the 
mask before the consummation of that act. We 
do not oppose California on account of the anti- 
slavery clause in her constitution. It was her right, 
and | am not even prepared’ to say that she acted 
unwisely in ite exercise—that is her business; but 
i stand upon the great principle that the South has 
right to an equal participation jn the territories of 
the United States. | claim the right for her to en- 
ter them all with her property and securely to 
enjoy tt. She wili divide wih you if you wish it, 
but @he right to enter all or divide 1 shall never 
surrender. In my judgment, this right, involving, 
as it does, political equality, is worth a thousand 
such Unions as we have, even if they each were a 
thousand times more valuabje than this, ooo 
not for others, but for myself. Deprive us of\this 
right. and appropriate this common property to 
yourselves, M as then your government, not 


AL GLOBE. 


| trom the gentleman from Ohio. The 
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ae 
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them to eternal hostility to your foul domi 
Give us our just ri 
heretofore, to by the Union, ever 
it, and its every interest." Refuse it, wind 
i will strike for In ( 

Mr. T. withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. MEADE renewed the amendment, ang 
said, I wish to notice some remarks which fej 


| 
asks whether the South would have bien in Povo 


| of admitting California had she admitted slavery? 


in the present heated state of the controversy, we 
might have been in faver of it; bat in such ‘cage 
we should have committed the same wrong as the 
gentleman is now doing. Let me ask of the gen. 
tleman, would he, in such event, have been for iv? 


| | wish him to answer? 


Mr, SCHENCK said, it would be time eno 


to consider that question when it arose, a 


He had 


always recognized, and did now recognize, the 
| perfect right of the people, when they formed 
| State governments, to put in, or exelude slavery 
| from. their coustitutions, as they pleased. And hig 
| argument in favor of the application of the Wij. 


mot proviso to the terriores whilst they were 


| terviteries, was, in a great measure, based upon 


the ground, that if Congress gave them free insti- 


| tutions whilst they were territories, there was the 


more probability that they would adhere to those 
institutions when they came to legislate for them- 


| selves. 
stitution, to admit or exclude slavery. Mr. T. || 


Mr. MEADE continued. I undertake to say, 


he would not have been for her admission. Now, 
| sir, the truth is, af all the States were free States, 


or all slave States, no one would have been for it; 


| no, net one. The objections to her admission 
_ would have been too glaring. Her great extent 


of sea-coast—her immense size—her utter unfi- 


| ness for being a State—the fact that those who 
| made her constitution were non-residents. 


The 

had not arrived in the country more than wok 
three months before they were, by some meags, 
made members of convention; and, having made 
@ constitution Lo govern others, they have left the 
country, to which they went merely to fill their 
pockets with pearls. Their Representatives have 
only come back to their homes and families; and it 
is well known that one-half of this territory is now 
anxious to be made a territory of, and the other 
would, but for certain influences. Were shea State 
to-morrow, she would not support her government. 

The gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. Vaw 
Dyxe]} assigns reasons for voting against this 
amendment pernicious to, and utterly at war with, 
wholesome legislation. ‘Te almost every bill, im- 
portant amendments are offered, and 19 friends 
have the right to perfect those amendments before 
the vote is put. 

Mr. M. withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. GIDDINGS renewed the amendment. Fe 
said he had been willing to abstain from the dis 
cussion of this question for the past three or four’ 
months, from the conviction that the time for talk- 
ing had gone by, and the time for action had ar- 
rived. He had been induced to rise merely for 
the purpose of expressing his dissent from the 
opinion thrown out, that northern men do not ob- 
ject tw the admission of more slave States. It 
would be understood by all that if a slave State be 
admitted she must come into the Union with her 
slave representation, by which the freemen of such 
State would, have a voice, in the election of Prest- 
dent, Vice President, members of Congress, and in 
the conducting of this Federal Government, in pro- 
portion 40 the number of staves which they hold in 
bondage. That is to say, that for every five slaves 
they will increase the influence of the slaveholder 
to the extent of three freemen. 

This power is exercised in favor of slavery and 
oppression, against freedom and the rights of man. 

he power of the slayeholders—of the freemen of 
such State, is thus inefeased over and beyond the 
freemen of the northern States. He regarded this 
inequality. as diagrsceful to the freemen of the 
North. His constituents regarded such a propose 
ion as unjust, and degrading to northern freemen. 

He had seen honorable members from lilmet, 
and from Pennsylvania, state that they were will 
i i ion with new slave States 
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